
the spectator | 8 march 2025 | www.spectator.co.uk 57

SPECTATOR WINE  JONATHAN RAY

The boiler has been on the blink for 
days and I’m tired, cold and grumpy. 
Mrs Ray, too, is being unnaturally 

scratchy. Don’t worry, she never reads this.
 To cheer ourselves up and to keep out the 

chill, I suggested that she join me in tasting a 
dozen or so Burgundies from Honest Grapes, 
not at 6 p.m. as planned, but at a much more 
sensible and invigorating 11 a.m. She took 
little persuading, bless her. Carpe diem and 
carpe decanter are her mottos.

And what a hearteningly wise decision 
it was. We both love fine Burgundy – who 
doesn’t? – and Tom Harrow – co-found-
er of Honest Grapes and Head Wine Guru 
– really knows his stuff. His cannily curat-
ed selection from his favourite rising stars 
and unsung heroes in the region all hit the 
spot. So much so that after we’d picked our 
top six, we called various neighbours and, 
with their help, drained every bottle over an 
impromptu lunch of cold cuts and salad.

There is nothing so cheering as the first 
glass of the morning when you’re feeling 
what my mother used to term as low in the 
tripes, and the 2022 Guillaume Vrignaud 
Petit Chablis (1) put instant springs in our 
step and smiles on our faces. It’s the per-
fect mid-morning uplifter. It’s not too dry 
and it’s not too lean, as many Petit Chablis 
can be, it’s just lovely. Guillaume Vrignaud 
owns some 29 ha of vines around Fontenay-
près-Chablis and this is made from organ-
ically-farmed grapes grown in the Chemin 
des Chaumes vineyard, undergoing com-
plete malo-lactic fermentation before resting 
on the lees in stainless steel. Apple-fresh and 
lively with hints of acacia honey, it’s all but 
perfect. £18.50 down from £19.50.

The 2022 Meurgey-Croses Viré Clessé, 
Vieilles Vignes (2) kept us grinning very 
happily. From the negociant business of star 
winemaker Pierre Meurgey (former CEO of 
much-lauded Maison Champy), it’s an abso-
lute peach and darn good value too. Made 
from carefully selected old vine Chardon-
nay (up to 90 years old), it sees only old 
oak, so intent is PM on pursuing purity and 
freshness. Dense, rich, citrusy, apple-y and 
appetisingly salty, it’s a great food wine and 
deeply moreish. £21.80 down from £22.80.

The 2020 Domaine de Montille Bour-
gogne Chardonnay (3) comes from one of 
the most celebrated estates in Volnay, Côte 

The 2018 Pierre Meurgey Savigny-
lès-Beaune ‘Les Bas Liards’ (5), from the 
aforementioned Pierre Meurgey’s own 
clay/limestone vineyards, is lush and flow-
ery with intense cherry fruit and touches of 
vanilla and even violet cream. I love expres-
sive Pinot like this and so, it must be said, 
does Mrs Ray, who sipped, then gulped 
and just sat and beamed. £34.80 down  
from £35.80.

Finally, the 2019 Eric Boigelot Monthélie 
1er Cru ‘Clos des Champs Fulliot’ (6), from 
one of Tom’s most exciting discoveries: the 
young vinous genius that is Eric Boigelot, 
recently picked out by Wine Advocate as a 
winemaker to watch. Made from sustaina-
bly farmed Pinot Noir grown in a protected, 
walled clos, it’s full of fresh bramble fruit, 
spice and herbs and the silkiest of tannins. 
If you love impeccably made, fully mature 
Burgundian Pinot, you’ll love this. £42.30 
down from £43.30.

The mixed case has two bottles of each 
wine and delivery, as ever is free.

To find out more about our Winemaker 
Lunches, Masterclasses and Wine Tours, 

visit spectator.co.uk/tastings.

de Beaune, now in the hands of the fami-
ly’s ninth generation of winemakers. Tom H 
loves this producer and it’s easy to see why. 
Made from fruit from vineyards in Puligny-
Montrachet and Monthélie, it’s aged on the 
lees in 600-litre barrels and has weight, tex-
ture and deliciously herbal, honeyed citrus/
melon fruit. £25.80 down from £26.80.

The 2021 Jane Eyre Fleurie (4), from 
the delightfully named Australian hairdress-
er turned stellar Burgundian winemaker, is 

a fine introduction to the joys of top-class 
Beaujolais. Jane’s Burgundies, Beaujolais 
and Mornington Peninsula wines are much 
loved by the critics and Honest Grapes have 
done British wine lovers a huge favour by 
introducing them to the UK. Fresh, jammy, 
juicy and concentrated, with a savoury touch 
to its sophisticated dry finish, this 100 per 
cent Gamay is elegant, accessible and very 
cheering. £28.80 down from £29.80.
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A cannily curated selection from 
Honest Grapes of rising stars  

and unsung heroes in Burgundy

Prices in form are per case of 12  List   Club

White 1 2022 Guillaume Vrignaud Petit Chablis, 12% £234.00 £222.00

 2 2022 Meurgey-Croses Viré Clessé, Vieilles Vignes, 13% £273.60 £261.60

 3 2020 Domaine de Montille Bourgogne Chardonnay, 13% £321.60 £309.60

Red 4 2021 Jane Eyre Fleurie, 12.5% £357.60 £345.60

 5 2018 Pierre Meurgey Savigny-lès-Beaune ‘Bas Liards’, 13% £429.60 £417.60

 6 2019 Eric Boigelot Monthélie 1er Cru ‘Fulliot’, 13.5% £519.60 £507.60

Mixed 7 Two bottles of each of the above £356.00 £344.00

Prices include VAT and delivery on the British mainland.  
This offer, which is subject to availability, closes on 19 April. 
Payment should be made either by phone or direct from the  
website (see details above or scan the QR code to the right). 
View the full list at www.honestgrapes.co.uk/spectator.


