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LIFE

  Across
1 In store, old copper pipe 

(8)
7 Moves swiftly, caught in 

foam (5)
 12 Woman claimed win after 

slimming (6)
 16 Evidence of wound almost 

frightening (4)
 17 Scots fabric, affectedly 

pretty line (5)
 18 Fool punches porky girl 

(6)
 22 A little pressure from 

jemmy dumping weight on 
motorway (8)

 23 Lecture now held regularly 
in Berlin, certainly (6)

 24 Why is match cancelled? 
Another drink! (6)

 26 Piece badly spoilt (6)
 28 Speck in slabs of glass that 

are blown (3-5)
 34 Being negligent, fail 

again? (6)
 35 About to secure good 

measure for the Chinese 
(5)

 36 Briefly clip African tree 
(4)

 38 Pick out one, then three 
consecutive notes (7)

 39 Short queue inside senior 
officer’s hospital (6)

 41 Derogatory in arrogance 
about navy (5)

 42 Reminder to stock rice 
drink (8)

  Down
1 Fit, appear back in school 

yard (6)
2 Fairly big receptacle (4)
3 Ready for Will to engage 

one minister (6)

4 I agree with a firm to take 
up playwright (6)

5 Mark strangely merciful in 
complex case (10)

6 Regularly taking one 
cereal, endlessly dreamy 
(6)

7 Stratagems involving fuss 
with beer gut (11)

8 Rail operatives picked up 
in major station (5)

9 Partners hand-holding in 
the trees (4,5)

 19 In depravity, screen out 
going green (10)

 20 Getting clean pardon? Not 
so (8)

 21 Horse-cloth as trick draped 
over a Trojan hero (9)

 25 Coxes welcome one that 
asks to join (7)

 29 Position initially as 
lecturer gets a sort of vote 
(6)

 30 Spinach substitute gives 
men pain (6)

 31 Messages that may bring a 
smile (6)

 33 Unrolled umbrella, taking 
coat out without being 
invited (5)

 37 Small chaffinch in perfect 
condition (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
24 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2693, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2693:  
Summer dresses 
by Fieldfare

SOLUTION TO 2690: RESIGNATION 

The perimeter quotation reads, ‘I don’t want to belong to 
any club that will accept me as a member’. The unclued 
lights STRIP, FAN, BOOK, GROUCHO and YACHT can 
all be followed by the word ‘club’; GROUCHO Marx is 
the source of the quotation, which is from his resignation 
letter to a Hollywood club. 

First prize Donald Bain, Edinburgh 
Runners-up C. Elengorn, Enfield, Middlesex;
Suzanne Cumming, Plymouth

Name  

Address 

Unclued lights (two of two 
words) refer to works in the same 
genre by a closely associated 
pair.

Introducing Gazillion Heights, an ultra-distanced 
community of translucent tripodal dwellings avail-
able across a range of identically spectacular virgin 
Martian locations. All are surrounded on every side 
by vermillion sandscapes inspirational of extra-
terrestrial hubris, each can be easily equipped with 
bespoke details – satellite launchpad, battery bot 
farm – at your whim. As a tech-focused billionaire 
Übermensch, you’ll relish a thin, cool atmosphere 
which renders outdoor activity as impossible as it 
always was undesirable to you back on what you’ll 
henceforth call Terra. Your dwelling will be the 
ultimate omni-purpose, microbe-free office-cum- 
dormitory; enjoying 40 additional minutes over any 
Terran day and a preferentially low rate of gravity, 
Mars will literally give you more time and strength 
with which to achieve your ambition. There’s 
no better vantage from which to orchestrate and 
observe the boiling of Anthropocene Earth, no bet-
ter springboard from which to draw plans against 
the very stars. 
Adrian Fry

This desirable underground residence is located in 
the heart of Muskville, within easy Tesla distance of 
the animatronic Martians at the H.G. Wells Memo-
rial Tripod, and the popular adjoining Orson Welles 
Panic Experience. Built in the standard X formation, 
it reflects the philosophy of our founder, being large 
enough to accommodate a standard family with 
13 children; all rooms are tall enough for a four-
year-old to be carried permanently on a father’s 
shoulders. The home is built to exacting modern 
specifications; In every room a large screen continu-
ously displays favourites from our founder’s X feed. 
The sewage system is efficient and unique; your 
waste will be closely monitored. Local amenities 
are typically Martian, and the location will appeal to 
those who appreciate a lack of atmosphere. Remind-
er: Residents may occasionally be required to imme-
diately forward a list of recent home improvements 
or face eviction. You know it makes sense.
George Simmers

We are delighted to present this stunning residential 
module located in a highly sought after deluxe col-
ony, home to a vibrant community of neurodiverse 
tech billionaires. Boasting a stylish igloo profile, 
the property is rendered in an attractive, radiation-
proof mud finish (Martian Red on the Farrow and 
Ball colour chart) and is secured to the planet sur-
face by a sophisticated anchoring system incor-
porating state-of-the-art guy ropes and tent pegs 
available from the vendor at a small additional cost. 
The dwelling comprises deceptively spacious living 
quarters flooded with unnatural light and two bijou 
sleeping pods. It also benefits from an almost con-
stant supply of oxygen and water easily accessed 
via a 1000ft shaft (ladder provided) into your very 
own personal glacier. At a mere 143 million miles 
from Earth, the module is ideal for home working. 
Price on application. Enquiries to MAGA, Musk 
Authorised Galactic Accommodation.
Sue Pickard

NO. 3392: OUT OF THE TOMB

An ancient Egyptian burial place has been 
identified as that of King Thutmose II, and 
is the first pharoah’s tomb to be discovered 
since Tutankhamun’s in 1922. You are invited 
to write ‘The Curse of King Thut’ (16 lines or 
150 words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk on 19 March.
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