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LIFE

  Across
4 PC and Noddy seen in 

trouble. This is so sad (11)
 13 Hospital employees tell 

stories (9)
 14 Grand test for Himalayan 

goat (5)
 19 Curious way to row (7)
 23 Keys to Welsh steam 

engine that is small (7)
 24 Unfinished detailed 

examination of breeding 
establishment (4)

 25 Tailleur at play, regularly 
and in an attentive 
manner (7)

 30 Honoured, but lost a touch 
of dignity for a while (3,4)

 31 Dull English and US coin 
(4)

 32 Inform of a reward, we 
hear (7)

 34 Otherwise, either of two 
girls I deserted (4)

 35 Hebrew girl just a bit 
harassed – just a bit (7)

 37 Peaceful girl, alluring one, 
topless, at end of 
promenade (5)

 42 United recovered before 
surrendering lead (6)

 43 The direct opposite of 
poetry’s presentation (7)

 44 Quick way to British 
journalism? (5,6)

  Down
2 Carefully choose material 

for minister (6)
3 Artificial fishing fly is one 

left on German article (5)
5 Nobleman nearly at the 

centre (4)
6 Young herring is rejected 

for £1/0/1 (4)

7 Put on too much make-up, 
composer admitted (7)

8 Hedgerow flower is the 
same and could be gorse! 
(3,4)

9 On-air rant about the 
start of Under Milk Wood, 
say (9)

 10 Stuff about Northern 
Ireland University’s head 
case (7)

 17 Canoe re-designed on 
island – one amongst 
many? (7)

 18 Not open, being short-
staffed (11)

 26 Archie didn’t regularly 
reveal banker in Germany 
(5)

 27 Gusher to ensure there’s 
no friction (3,4)

 28 It would not provide cover 
from the rain! (7)

 29 Brief trip away – make 
it last longer (4,3)

 36 Around second half of 
year, put up rents (5)

 38 Four points for far from 
modern slave (4)

 39 Waxworks? (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
12 May. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2700, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2700: Tracking 
far north  
by Doc

I think you’re tariff-ic,
Reciprocate, do.
The bevvy of levies
I’ve placed upon you
Strike strong and specific
To match my regard:
They’re lovebites – 
Come hoist my petard! 
So, c’mon, tariff me:
Retaliate now.
Since risky is frisky,
Torpedo the Dow!
I’m standing here stiffly
Primed for a fresh charge.
Tax quickly
And watch me go large!
Adrian Fry

Ah God! to hear the tariffs purr
Across our great America!
To breathe their shocking-sweet and sudden
Airs and graces, blooming, budding
Percentages, and greatness, oh so
Epic, oh so fabuloso.
Say, do the markets swell with pride,
Beating sweetly deep inside?
Is dawn aquiver, musky, mighty,
Diaphanous as Aphrodite?
And sunrise ready to exploit
The automotive cities, like Detroit?
Say, do the tariffs yet beget
Our golden epoch, and… oh! yet
Stands the Dow down at 33?
And is there money left for me?
Bill Greenwell

How do I tot you up? Let’s count the ways
we’ll get the most from our relationship –
that’s you and me in sparring partnership
trading our tariffs through the complex maze
of modern deals. I’ll cover you with praise
while offering percentages that slip
over the edge of sense, knowing you’ll flip,
come back at me, all feisty, eyes ablaze.
I love the way you’re eager for a fight,
how lovers’ quarrels keep us on our toes.
I love how you protect your cherished right,
our ups and downs, our making up, what goes
in circles, endlessly, yet keep in sight
wins for both sides and never come to blows.
D.A. Prince

A new dawn has broken
our land is dew-pearled.
Now tariffs are with us
all’s right with the world.
Tariffs are beautiful,
tariffs are love.
Tariffs are POTUS’s
gift from above.
Tariffs, like foreplay
will lead, we’re assured,
to early surrender
and blissful accord.
For tariffs are love
with its banners unfurled.
And in POTUS’s heaven
they’re right for the world.
Martin Parker

NO. 3399: MODERN MANNERS

You are invited to supply a traditional bedtime 
story updated for the 21st century (150 words 
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 7 May.
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SOLUTION TO 2697: FUTILE FELINES 

The unclued announcement from BBC1’s Pointless quiz is: 
‘We gave one hundred people one hundred seconds to name 
as many cats as they could’. The other three unclued lights 
are CATS – as well as 25 Across!

First prize Jenny Atkinson, Amersham, Bucks
Runners-up Peter Turner, Bearsden, Glasgow; 
Colin Boyce, Heathfield, East Sussex 

Name  

Address 

The unclued lights are of a kind 
on line.
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