
the spectator | 17 may 2025 | www.spectator.co.uk	 59

LIFE

		  Across
	 1	 Give confidence when not 

at sea, reportedly (6)
	 7	 Tolerated, having cut 

through undergrowth and 
fouled (6)

	13	 River horse, so to speak (5)
	16	 County not right accepting 

vice inspection (6)
	21	 This girl lost her head 

during nuclear power plant 
disaster (6)

	22	 Variety of sandstone 
produces vintage Merlot, 
say (3,3)

	24	 Tinted visor certainly 
owned during middle of 
week (8)

	26	 High point is getting 
married in a church (4)

	27	 Ballpoint brand with blue 
ink cap, for starters (3)

	28	 Grass turned over in the 
Chinese way (3)

	29	 Rowdy Aussie party at 
arbour, now and again on 
time (4)

	35	 French forces Doc into 8 
(6)

	37	 I go nuts arranging day 
trips (7)

	39	 Are sections of bone found 
here in Italy? (6)

	43	 Salvo possible but not 
rounds (5)

	46	 Take in Sartre novel (6)

		  Down
	 1	 Fliers at the very heart of 

the parody (4)
	 2	 Developments as the briny 

calms down, we hear (7)
	 3	 Insinuation that Sri Lanka 

upset Richards, for starters 
(4)

	 4	 Fails to keep a promise – 
at bridge? (7)

	 5	 32 spilt drinks here at 
county show (4)

	 6	 Some pray elsewhere, 
upsetting church founder 
(6)

	 8	 Barriers regularly holding 
Olympian (4)

	 9	 Two chancellors take to 
one vegetable (8)

	10	 You grab people, turning 
up hostile (5)

	17	 One that’s cold to walk 
over (3,3)

	19	 Left large hound at site of 
steelworks (4,6)

	23	 Difficult times in nameless 
township in NW 
Sutherland (6)

	25	 Mathematical principles 
for dealing with fumarole 
(8)

	26	 Use paper crumpled in 
France to a certain extent 
(1,3,4)

	30	 Mac’s salmon spear 
removed half the dace 
from county town (7)

	31	 Abbey’s wild geese oddly 
missing, as well (7)

	33	 Why one may have had a 
dry old Christmas (6)

	36	 Female bird in here, 
eventually (5)

	38	 Opening of motet points to 
lyre’s middle string (4)

	40	 Pipe carrying water to sides 
of hothouse (4)

	41	 It borders this little land 
and former ferry point 
across the Severn (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 2 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2703, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2703:  
Eeeesy does it  
by Doc

The hare was making fun of the tortoise for being 
slow and lazy. ‘You were doing WFH before any-
one even thought of it,’ he said. ‘And as for quiet 
quitting, where you’re concerned who could even 
tell?’ Offended, the tortoise challenged the hare to 
a race. The hare won by a mile, but the adjudicators 
felt it was the taking part that counted and awarded 
both animals a ‘participation medal’.

The hare, finding this intolerable, took the adju-
dicators to an employment tribunal and eventually 
received substantial compensation.

The tortoise reacted to this setback by self-
identifying as a cheetah and challenging the hare to 
a rematch. Sadly, this plan also failed. The hare, it 
emerged, had applied for a Motability grant on the 
grounds of neurodiversity (‘I’m a March hare, after 
all,’ he’d explained). He used the grant to acquire 
a nippy VW Golf and this time won by two miles.
Joseph Houlihan

Generative AI, I’ve this bedtime story idea: please 
finesse it for success. Elements of story comprise: 
trio of porcine real estate developers. Their mod-
ish ideas about environmentally friendly building 
materials. A Wolf of above average size and capac-
ity for presenting moral challenge. His incantatory 
threat and actuation protocol focusing in particu-
lar on lupine lung capacity and designed for mul-
tiple strands of appetite satiation. Initial success 
of approach when deployed against straw house 
and occupant. Subsequent success upon deploy-
ment against house of sticks and occupant. Natu-
ral anticipation of success prior to engagement 
with brick house and porcine occupant. Confound-
ing of expectation when bricks prove permeable on 
account of having been designed to allow ingress 
and habitation by swifts. Completed story to be 
delivered to my offspring in vocabulary appropri-
ate to whatever their ages and genders currently are 
using voice sample from this instruction. Notify 
responses, if any, to my inbox. 
Adrian Fry

Once upon a neurodivergent-affirming time Prin-
cess Gwyneth – cursed by a wicked fairy wielding 
a rogue spindle (violating H&S protocols) – fell 
into a non-consensual sleep. A century later, Prince 
Charming (he/they), a TEDx-famous gerontophile 
with a Level 2 Consent Certificate, smitten with the 
116-year-old princess, kissed them awake. Gwyneth 
sued for boundary violations while the Prince cited 
their resting ‘yes face’ as implied consent. The case 
ignited media debates and cancel culture erupted. 
The Palace, freshly woke, pledged allegiance to 
Sleep Justice. After restorative co-counselling, and 
a viral TED-talk (‘Love in the Time of Coma’), 
Gwyneth launched a podcast (Woke and Woken), 
sponsored by ethical vaginal-sourced collagen 
serum. The couple curated an intentional love space, 
monetised their trauma, and partnered sustainably, 
but soon after, citing irreconcilable differences, the 
Princess distanced theirself from the Prince, who 
was deplatformed. They stated: ‘We’ve consciously 
uncoupled, with ever-after implications, and I’m 
developing a mindfulness app.’
Ralph Goldswain

NO. 3402: QUIRK RELATED

Recently we ran a poem about someone who 
liked to cook a meal, then drop it on the floor. 
You’re invited to submit a poem or passage 
about an unusual predilection (150 words/ 
16 lines max, printable). Please send entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 28 May.

SOLUTION TO 2700: TRACKING FAR NORTH   

The unclued lights are stations on the Far North railway line 
from Inverness to Thurso and Wick.

First prize Lesley Gibbons, Twickenham
Runners-up Peter Dean, London W8;
David Carpenter, Sutton Coldfield
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The unclued lights share a com-
mon feature, while two trios 
from among the clued Down 
solutions do so to a lesser extent. 
Ignore an acute accent.

comps_17 May 2025_The Spectator.indd   59comps_17 May 2025_The Spectator.indd   59 14/05/2025   12:0514/05/2025   12:05




