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LIFE

  Across
 11  Lady also studied 

endlessly (6)
 13  Cat televised a medic on 

board fishing boat (7)
 15  Deed of Beatle (5)
 16  Kiwi Queen of Crime 

spoils husband (5)
 17  Wild Wyoming women 

ignored Will’s public 
disgrace (6)

 21  Semi-aquatic beast needs 
groovy river (5)

 22  Mound-birds fashioned 
piles keeping eggs very 
hidden (7)

 27  Hearing result of being 
talked about somewhere? 
(7)

 29  Agitator emptied Czech 
ballot box (5)

 30  Energetic goer hundreds 
back in party (6)

 32  Edmund’s together with 
unknown twin (5)

 34  Brit just after athletic 
goddess (6)

 36  Poet had a collection of 
books (250) (5)

 37  Cardinal or chorister? (5)
 38  Move to another country, 

leaving Gabon for Dubai? 
(7)

 39  Plant from peninsula 
pruned by sons (6)

 
  Down
 1  Robert controls clan 

weaving ornamental fabric 
… (6,4)

 2  … medium long fine 
muslin (8)

 3  Rogue rum honk from 
regularly pulled organ stop 
(9)

 4  Lame aunts hastily book 
before jetting out of Lima 
(12)

 5  PM, briefly elated, 
departed ousted and made 
off (7)

 6  Artist has trouble capturing 
dry locks of hair (3-5)

 7  Elk short with antelope (5)
 8  Good Ireland eleven 

perhaps (4)
 9  French sleuth with no time 

for food-fish (6)
 12  Mysterious Amerind ends 

in purgatory (6)
 14  Novel and candid physicist, 

one I overlooked (12)
 19  Break for short story about 

big black bird (10)
 21  Musical glasses cheer up 

Ms Vitti? (9)
 23  I irrationally fear soldier 

with no papers (8)
 24  Yoga has new moves in 

Chinese city (8)
 26  Some cyanide a tester 

imagines (7)
 28  Decorated soldier losing 

heart in French department 
(6)

 31  Wasps’ centre missing 
serious game (5)

 33  Touch or smell Prudence 
(5)

 35  Last year’s eye problem (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
9 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2704, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2704: Lookalikes  
by Pabulum

on YouTube’s world stage.
     And wasn’t life grand
     at twelve years of age?
Now, arm down the drain,
will YouTube explain
what I must do
to shift the remains
of an old Irish stew
     plus life on the wane
     at just thirty-two? 
Martin Parker

I spent an hour on YouTube, golly, such delights!
Flanders, Swann and Stratford Johns, the Ali-
 Frazier fights,
Basils Brush and Fawlty, Fergie getting hitched,
I turned it off contented, and nostalgically enriched
 
I spent a day on YouTube, I was looking for El Cid,
But do you remember Crossroads? I’d forgotten
 that I did!
I stumbled into Gormenghast, and when I found the
 drawbridge,
It took me to a Roman ruin, somewhere outside
 Corbridge
 
I spent a week on YouTube, I began with Planet
 Earth, 
Then lost some days inside a maze of mammals 
 giving birth,
All those kittens, I was smitten! Yet something in
 me shivered:
I stayed in bed all day, and lived on takeaways –
 delivered
 
I spent a month on YouTube – Matt Hancock’s
 favourite bars!
And a woman from Los Angeles who says she
 comes from Mars,
A thousand ways with mayonnaise, a horse-box for
 a home…
And then a good friend struck me with a vast,
 improving tome
Nick Syrett

Time was, the screen was still and black,
The world unfilmed, unfiltered, free.
Now every moment, front or back,
Demands its clip, its commentary.

A chorus sings of daily bread
In pixels served on handheld shrines;
The living speak, the long since dead
Return in ads and ‘Top Ten’ lines.

No priest, no king, no teacher’s voice
Escapes the algorithm’s maze –
It crowns the loud, the half-informed,
And keeps the meek in comment bays.

Yet let us not be wholly grim –
A cat still jumps, a light still glows;
The human need to watch and share
Remains the truest show it shows.
Jonathan White

NO. 3403: FIRST THOUGHTS

You are invited to provide an extract of up 
to 150 words or 16 lines from a prequel to 
a well-known work of prose or poetry (e.g. 
The Middle-Aged Man and the Sea, Brighton 
Sediment…). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by midday on 4 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2701: MIX AND MATCH   

The title hinted that the twelve unclued entries were six 
(symmetrically) ‘matched’ pairs of ‘mixed’ anagrams. 

First prize Glyn Watkins, Middle Deepdale, Scarborough
Runners-up Gill Wayne, London SW9;
Arabella Woodrow, Riddlesden, W. Yorks  

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Three pairs of unclued lights 
suggest three four-letter words 
which share the same last three 
letters but together form 40A-
25D only. Solvers must shade 
the clued light that contains 
those three letters.
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