
the spectator | 31 may 2025 | www.spectator.co.uk 59

LIFE

  Across
 5 Webcam perhaps covering 

temporary accommodation 
(6)

 10 With Head absent, our 
teachers brewed liqueur 
(10)

 12 Start to grumble and show 
contempt, returning 
cabbage and sprouts (6)

 16 Virginia starts to gripe 
about loss of nerve (5)

 17 French film-maker returns 
in time to shake things up 
(7)

 20 Views wild rhinos 
surrounding empty zoo (8)

 25 Women’s popular victory (3)
 26 Hero sat awkwardly in 

proximity (7)
 28 Can start to see city in 

outline (7)
 29 Hail one empty vehicle (3)
 31 Run profit-making facility 

for outside users (8)
 34 Distinctive qualities of 

musical about revolutionary 
(7)

 36 Stretched out and gently 
massaged around top of 
hamstrings (7)

 39 I make a claim over small 
matter (5)

 40 Hey! Start to lower yearly 
interest – it’s necessary for 
some artists (3,5)

 41 Film a story with new 
section (6)

 42 Use old slang in New York 
area (4,6)

  Down
 1 Show surprising gains on 

left (6)
 2 Sunbathe at resort hosting 

Noel Coward and Harold 
Pinter? (8)

 3 Tumbled quartzes, without 
question fake (6)

 4 Endless to-do over small 
whisky measures (5)

 6 Car starts to accelerate up  
to Oldham (4)

 7 Mixes palette, then joins  
in a few events (11)

 8 Changed gear, covering up 
hem (4)

 11 Fool moved in, getting 
approvals (7)

 14 Puts in stitches, we hear (4)
 15 It’s reported I have a place  

in Scotland (4)
 16 Victor and I look over 

eccentric colonel’s 
instrument (11)

 19 Virginia creeper covers 
particular area (4)

 21 Stone axes in use formerly 
(4)

 22 Ordered and can, at last,  
tuck in (4)

 25 Are living in the past? (4)
 27 Confident genius creatively 

absorbing article (8)
 30 Angel Delight, perhaps with 

fruit (4)
 31 First pieces of embroidery 

tidied up in sewing case (4)
 32 Teresa leaves sandwiches  

for marketing again (6)

 33 Goodness! Nothing wrong 
in protein (6)

 35 Could be a boom in martinis 
on ice! (5)

 37 Look to the audience for 
support (4)

 38 Weather reporter is self-
important sounding (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
16 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2705, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2705:  
Thirty sevens  
by Fire

Though tasty as a teatime, she
Felt no affinity for me.
I pleaded ‘Get to know me. Oh,
My vegetable, love might grow…’

Cajoled by plaintive words I said,
At last she ventured to my bed,
But then, in terms that I thought caddish,
Compared my manhood to a radish.
I said: ‘While you express such scorn,
No wonder that it shrinks forlorn.
Oh, did you but encourage, though,
My vegetable, love, should grow.’
George Simmers

My lady, you know that I adore you
But do this for me, I implore you
Open up yourself to the possibility
That raising our crops organically
Will not suppress the pests that plague us –
Grub worms assault your rutabagas
While the blight of white rust ravishes
The swollen red globes of my radishes.
But lady, you cast my proposal aside
When I suggest we use inorganic pesticide –
I do not wish to see you compromised,
But my galangals are woefully undersized.
With glyphosate, my vegetable love should grow
And we could win first prize in the village show
In the root and tuber category –
Just think how marvellous that would be!
Sue Pickard

Depleted supermarket shelves, each rack
emptied of salads, cabbage, lemons, lime
caused by (again) a fresh computer hack –
the only ‘fresh’ thing here – so now it’s time
(again) to get down dirty, clear the weeds
and head-high thistles, double-dig the plot,
manure and water it and plant the seeds
of future self-sufficiency: the lot.

My vegetable love should grow – it should
produce imagined glories. Alas, snails
plus slugs, droughts, pigeons, carrot fly (again)
doom this back-breaking enterprise. It fails,
reminding me I never learn: that soil
won’t feed our fantasies, just the regrets.
I blame foul weather, pests, the thankless toil
and feeble germination of courgettes.
D.A. Prince

Marvell writes, ‘My vegetable love should grow’:
though Heaven only knows what Marvell means.
But it could be something different, very much so,
to my own love for a tin of Heinz Baked Beans.
Did Marvell, maybe, spend long hours
in lovers’ trysts with cauliflowers
or use his wily charm to coax
sweet kisses from young artichokes,
then wildly and improperly
deflower stems of purple sprouting broccoli?
Then when old and tired and ravaged
was his choice between limp cabbage
or some wrinkled old tomatoes
as his last inamoratos?
Or did he manage, even yet,
to woo a coy cucumber or courgette?
Martin Parker

NO. 3404: WILD TIME

You are invited to design your own midsum-
mer ritual (16 lines/150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 11 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2702: SOME BEEF 

Triplets related to 38 WELLINGTON were 4A, 
13 and 26 (WW2 bombers): 11, 27 and 32 (boots) and 1D, 
12 and 31 (New Zealand cities). 

First prize Jude Wilson, Surbiton, Surrey
Runners-up Sarah Darlington, Acton Trussell, Stafford; 
Sharon Harris, Hadlow, Tonbridge, Kent 
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The unclued lights have an 
award-winning feature in 
common.
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