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LIFE

  Across
 6 Powers which followed 

BL in Texas (6)
 12 Loathed nerd having left 

one-armed bandit  
damaged (10)

 13 Blackwood, bridge player, 
rather gaunt (5)

 15 Graham is on manoeuvres 
with NZ crime writer (5,5)

 16 Continued to travel, we 
hear, to city on the Ribble 
(7)

 20 Ride the waves and scan 
(4)

 22 Typical – upset USA  
twice – then left (2,5)

 23 Iberia and TWA losing 
heart with airlines cartel 
(4)

 24 Whence Tennyson’s Lady 
who has toppled Pixie (7)

 30 Approving sounds coming 
out of Soho (4)

 31 Muffs and gloves for 
fighting by French waters 
(7)

 34 Half of the boss’s hearing 
in a law court (4)

 36 Branch officers initially 
anger cabinet (7)

 39 Public room at spa or 
seaside amusement park 
(7)

 40 Former Norwegian PM 
trimmed bristly artificial 
fly (5)

 42 Doc, surrounded by duties; 
prepares for takeoff (6)

 43 Ms Price, soprano, at 
Spanish city by river (8)

  Down
 2 Wintry hail blowing 

around Swiss city (8)

 3 Soldiers’ pipes (5)
 5 Measure shallows and 

protects from floods (7)
 6 They are not free of charge 

(6)
 7 Pinches lass’s rear and 

ducks (6)
 8 Some of what Kohli 

destroyed, that is to say 
(2,3)

 9 Settling her in reviewing 
Armistead Maupin’s 
roman à clef (5,8)

 11 National parks’ workers 
supporting compounds (9)

 17 Some ultra-high jubilant 
shout (3)

 19 Instructive sessions spilled 
out into tests (9)

 21 In more ways than one, 
they may make a fine 
spray (5)

 27 Doctrine embraced by 
Afghanis methodically (3)

 28 Publicity broadcast that  
is plain (7)

 29 Rent trouble, quite a blow 
(7)

 32 Mule is slaughtered for 
food (6)

 33 Asprey somehow manages 
debts (6)

 35 Donuts regularly consumed 
during Sunday afternoon, 
as starters by composer (5)

 37 Love god taking books to 
praying figure (5)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened  
on 23 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2706, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2706: Pitched  
by Doc

I wash pans wearing head-to-toe black velvet,
Twirl in gold lamé as my laundry spins.
My carpet’s red – or is, once it’s been vacuumed –
It needs a touch of glamour, frocks and frills,
But buying all this bling instead of aprons
Is causing monumental cleaning bills.
Janine Beacham

Languishing, anguishing, Vincent the oil painter,
Being at odds with his mortal constraints, 
Heedless of bodily vulnerabilities, 
Felt a compulsion to dine on his paints. 
 
Ergo, the woebegone neoimpressionist, 
Sanity wandering out of control, 
Wrapped in a mantle of sacramentality, 
Suffered his pigments to enter his soul.
 
Fitfully, fatefully, Vince the invincible
Gobbled viridian, manganese blue, 
Cobalt (insidious toxicologically), 
Umber and madder, and madder he grew.
 
Onward he gormandised monomaniacally 
Ochre, sienna and cadmium gold, 
Rapt to discover their palatability, 
Swallowing all that his palette could hold.
Alex Steelsmith 

Whenever a lovelorn young Ouzelum bird
Made a date with an Ouzelum floosielum
This male’s predilection for flying tail first
Would hamper his chance to enthuselum.
 
So no matter the guiles and the various wiles
That were used to entice and to schmoozelum
They’d never take chances with rough male 
 advances
But quickly and firmly defuselum.
 
Males tried every trick on each Ouzelum chick;
Of half measures one couldn’t accuselum.
But it made things much worse that they flew in 
 reverse
So coitus was prone to bamboozelum.
 
Thus the Ouzelum species just faded away
Since love had so failed to amuselum.
No prospect at all to delight and enthral –
So no Ouzelum seed to infuselum. 
Martin Parker

My mailbox is always full,
Paper bulges from its mouth
Letters all, there’s nothing else,
Postmarked London (West and South):
I write them all myself.
 
Some bring news of my affairs,
From others, invitations,
Some attend to my morale
With little recitations:
I’m my very own pen pal.
 
An interloper came today,
Sent by one who is not me,
An unwanted imposition:
A date for me to go and see
My mental health clinician.
Joseph Houlihan

NO. 3405: WHO’S WHO?

You’re invited to write a scene in which  
Doctor Who has regenerated into someone 
you’d least expect (150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by 19 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2703: EEEESY DOES IT 

The unclued lights each contain E as their only vowel  
four times. Down solutions at 4, 5 and 36 include three Es 
and those at 6, 10 and 38 include two Es.

First prize Alison Howard, Tunbridge Wells
Runners-up A.C.R. Bull, Canterbury; 
Wyn Lewis, Carmarthen

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The unclued lights, all but 
one being two or more words 
and some could include a 
hyphen, are of a kind.
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