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LIFE

  Across
4  Each Chrome browser’s 

opening changes online site 
for self-validation? (4,7)

 12 No charge for these new 
dancing routines (9)

 13 Goblin at last living in  
tree trunk (5)

 14 Cover turned over, novel 
is Catch-22? (7)

 15 Observe small branch (4)
 16 A third of Americans put 

on weight – belly for  
some (4)

 17 Internally, customer’s  
right (4)

 20 Taking time, sumptuous 
western showed 
triumphant joy (7)

 21 Carpet fabric, mainly rush, 
packed into cube (7)

 25 Last line of defence – 
boiler fixed (6)

 30 Live start of match 
involving very good 
sweeper? (5)

 32 Southern docks bringing  
in old military spies (6)

 35 Mixture of perfume 
ingredients combined to 
net love (6)

 38 Boss, lazy, missing first 
post (7)

 40 Maybe still wearing 
stockings in care home (7)

 43 Church blocks huge 
declarations in Scotland (4)

 44 See you time and time 
again, always at the  
front (2-2)

 45 Without antennae, nothing 
stops flying saucer (7)

 47 School accepting odd 
boorish Aussie rugby 
player (5-4)

 48 Tough trooper positioned 
around island infested with 
bugs (11)

    
  Down
1  Dippy sort of office  

aid? (7)
 3 Chief good on breaking 

total silence linked to 
wrong (6,5)

 5 One weeping about that 
gutted US animal (7)

 6 Having elevated land, 
hardened by cold when 
removing top (6)

 8 Area, but off beaten  
track (7)

 10 Do away with chatty flier 
superior group absorbs (9)

 11 Rarely go back to wish 
otherwise, finally yielding 
to case for defence (7)

 18 State bore put up in  
No. 10 (5)

 19 Injurious nasty DJ peculiar 
about single (11)

 22 Tobacco plant aril oddly 
contains mostly fluid (9)

 27 D-Day target of May has 
finally gone (5)

 29 Young lady indulged  
over blunder (7)

 31 Objective means upright (7)

 34 Judge provided very loud 
reprimands (4,3)

 36 Exclusive bunch accepts 
Lothario but not her (6)

 37 Happy over solver being 
welcomed by Jeeves after 
vacation (6)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
Monday 30 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2707, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2707:  
Get-together 
by CheeseCracker

With regal looks and exquisite behaviour.
Instead I got a witch whose evil spell
Made me believe that I had gone to hell.
But thankfully she’s dead and I must find
A wife who dotes on me, who’s warm and kind,
And mindful of the horrors of the past
I pray my next duchess will be my last.
Frank McDonald/‘My First Duchess’

Santiago, clutching the plastic Che Guevara bucket 
his mum had bought in Havana, caught a sudden 
movement in the rock pool. Translucent, mysteri-
ous, with dark brown stripes – la gamba! With his 
long antennae the shrimp looked to Santiago like a 
bull in the corrida. Imagining himself in the plaza 
de toros, he waved his net like a matador’s cape. 
The shrimp glared at him, did a little salsa turn then 
darted under a rock. Santiago waited, net in one 
hand, bucket in the other. ‘I will catch you, hijo de 
puta, if I have to wait for ever,’ he thought, smoking 
an imaginary Cohiba cigar. Then he began to move 
the other rocks. ‘Cangrejo,’ he muttered, as a little 
crab scuttled away. But with the shrimp, it was per-
sonal. An obsession. ‘Shrimp,’ he said softly, ‘I love 
you and respect you very much. But you will be in 
this bucket before sunset.’ 
David Silverman/‘The Young Boy and  
the Rockpool’

And I saw in my dream, a man that stood not up, 
nor moved (Esther 5:9), but turned aside and stood 
still (II Sam. 18:30), and could not in three days 
expound the riddle of what he must do (Judg. 
14:14, Num. 6:21). And it came to pass after three 
days, that he was still in the same place where he 
was on the first day of the first month when I saw 
him (Josh. 3:2, John 11:6, II Chr. 29:17, Rev 1:7), 
without hope, not walking northward, southward, 
eastward, or westward (Job 7:6, II Cor. 4:2, Gen. 
13:14), and stood like a pot of ointment (I Sam. 
6:14, Job 41:31), as the horse, or as the mule, which 
have no understanding (Ps. 32:9), proceeding nei-
ther to the right hand, nor to the left (Rev. 22:1, 11 
Chr. 34:2), and falling into a trance (Num. 24:16). 
The fool! (Ps. 53:1).
Bill Greenwell/‘Pilgrim’s Standstill’)’

Do not go careless into that good morn,
young dads should juggle coffee cups and toys;
engage, engage with your offspring and spawn.
Jog with the pram, change nappies, feed at dawn,
Join playgroup meetings, relish bathtime noise,
Engage, engage with your offspring and spawn.
Read bedtime stories, scrub off puréed corn,
Dress them in onesies, rompers, corduroys,  
Engage, engage, with your offspring and spawn.
Take naps, build castles, get those pictures drawn,
Give up wild nights of drinking with the boys,
Engage, engage with your offspring and spawn.
For each new father this time flies, I warn,
Curse, bless the little darlings and their joys,
Do not go careless into that good morn,
Engage, engage with your offspring and spawn.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3406: PROBLEMATIC

You are invited to cast a well-known fictional 
or non-fictional character, living or dead, in 
the role of agony aunt or uncle and provide  
a problem of your invention and their solution. 
Please email entries (150 words maximum)  
to competition@spectator.co.uk by midday  
on 25 June. 

SOLUTION TO 2704: LOOKALIKES 

The words are ‘bomb’ (suggested by BLOCKBUSTER 
(1A) and EGG (7A)), ‘comb’ (SLADE (18A) and 
DISENTANGLE (41A)) and ‘tomb’ (SHRINE (20A) and 
SPEOS (10D)). Together they form EYE-RHYMES (40A-
25D) only. OMBRE (31D) is to be shaded.

First prize Neville Twickel, Shipston-on-Stour, Warks
Runners-up Seonaid Chapman, Brampton, Cumberland; 
Kenneth Mills, Londonderry

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

Twelve unclued entries can form 
six new words (not in the grid)
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