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LIFE LIFE

b4-pawn. The preceding sacrifice on d5 serves 
to dissuades White from the b2-b3 jab, due to 
the latent influence of the Bg7. For example, 18 
b3 Ra5 19 Qxb4 Rxb5 20 Qxb5 Qc7! (20…e4+ 
21 Nd4 is premature) 21 Qc4 Qe7 and the 
combined ideas of Rf8-c8 and e5-e4+ mean that 
Black stands well, despite being down a whole 
rook. 18 Nc1 Qd7 19 Bc4 Rc8 20 Qe2 e4! 
21 Bb3 Defusing the attack with 21 fxe4 Bg4 
22 Qd3 Bxd1 23 Rxd1 looks sensible, but there 
is a flaw. After 21 fxe4 b3!! the Ra4 creates 
havoc across the rank. One beautiful finish that 
could arise is 22 Bxb3 Rxe4 23 Qf1 Rb4 24 Na3 
Qa7 25 Nb1 (to duck …Qa7xa3) Rc2! 26 Nc3 
Qa3! with mate soon to follow on the long 
diagonal. exf3 22 gxf3 Ra5 23 Bc4 23 Nd4 
was the lesser evil, though 23…Rxc1+ 24 Rxc1 
Bxd4 25 Qd2 Bc5. Black retains excellent 
chances with a minimal material deficit. 

23…Bc2!! Sacrifices on an empty square are 
easy to overlook. If 24 Qxc2 Qxb5! 25 Bxb5 
Rxc2 26 Nd3 (else Rxb2 is catastrophic) Rxb5 
wins. 24 Rd2 Ba4 25 Nd4 Rac5 26 Nc6 26 
b3 b5! is no better. Bxc6 27 Nb3 Rxc4 28 
Qxc4 Bb5 29 Qe4 29 Qxb4 Rc4 30 Qa3 Ra4 
traps the queen. Bc4 30 Rc2 b5 31 Nc1 Re8 
32 Qf4 Qa7 33 Rxc4 Or 33 Kb1 Bxa2+ 34 
Nxa2 b3 is decisive. bxc4 34 Qxc4 b3 35 
Rd1 No better was 35 Qxb3 Rb8 or 35 Nxb3 
Qf2 36 Rb1 Re2. bxa2 36 Qxa2 Qf2 37 Qb3 
Re3 White resigns as f3 and h4 soon drop.

  Across
 1 Magnificent place  

featured in dispatch  
papers (8)

 15 Wrongdoer relinquishes 
first secret (5)

 16 Cut some garlic (5)
 17 Stomachs filled with 

endlessly bad, bad  
feelings (6)

 18 Young lad bored by love 
before long (4)

 21 Housing activity on  
course to increase (7,2)

 22 To become stronger, 
senator takes time away 
from work (7)

 26 Blue uniform accepted by 
a cleaner, possibly (9)

 30 Advance payments – one 
way to eke out a living (7)

 32 Misguided negotiator 
dismissing one ordinary 
form of crowd control (4,5)

 34 Left in charge, do a  
runner (4)

 35 Fantastic nectar from a 
Mediterranean island (6)

 37 Tiny particle to attach with 
paste, we’re told (5)

 38 Old, mostly long-legged 
primate (5)

 40 Everyone’s initially taken 
in by celebrity’s looks (6)

 41 Health resort next to some 
French digs (6)

 42 Pretentious food regularly 
‘poshed up’ at first (8)

 
  Down
 1 Line ignored by individual 

small chars (6)
 2 Reason colonel turned up 

to protect soldier (5)
 3 Be flipping nasty (4)

 4 Proficient fighters 
ultimately found MMA 
competition pointless (4)

 5 Somewhat nicer, 
undulating winter track 
(3,3)

 7 Scripts primarily penned 
by better comedian (7)

 8 Gallons freely imbibed  
by a non-drinker, finally 
(2,4,4)

 9 Renoir worked with 
extremely grainy, pale 
colour (4,4)

 12 Designated part of hospital 
managed to support it (8)

 19 Tomato sauces served up 
with instant veg (5,4)

 20 Drunk blacked out a lot 
(10)

 24 University doctor has 
outbursts and feelings of 
resentment (8)

 25 Disease causing swelling 
and foul scar, sadly (8)

 27 Basketball play indicated 
by line through a circle 
(5-3)

 29 Pin destroys parts of maps 
(7)

 30 Scoffs starters of salted 
nuts and really fresh salad 
(6)

 31 Be impressive, but not  
as fashionable (6)

 33 Some computer 
installations for early 
development sites? (5)

 35 Lawyer’s job is objective, 
perhaps (4)

 36 Say a dead oath from  
back in the day (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 28 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2711, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2711: 
Homework  
by Gila

London Bridge in line with the Crown’s redeploy-
ment policy regarding retired officials. Although 
Hollywood would later assign him an exclamatory 
farewell, contemporary sources suggest a quieter, 
more contemplative tone in his exit statement.
Ralph Goldswain

Julius Caesar was a nice-ish man, but sometimes 
prone to doing the full Tarquin Superbus, and a bit 
too Julian Clary with local soothsayers. They told 
him to take a half-holiday somewhere like Capri, 
and pronto monto. ‘You’re a bit light of future 
plans,’ they told him. ‘You’d be better off a bit 
more procul hinc, and a bit less usque ad finem.’ 
But Caesar was quietly MRGA, and even more  
Veritas Social – neglecting to imagine that the sena-
tors might well have raided their cutlery drawers 
for something that could take a quick route to the 
giblet aisle. They unfriended him, all 60 of them, 
with some searching internal investigations, ones 
that left him leaking badly next to Pompey’s statue. 
They put the ruby into Rubicon, leaving Brutus, 
who gave three-way swivels a run for their silver 
denarii, to spend less time with his family.
Bill Greenwell 

Paris, 1151. Henry Plantagenet, Duke of Normandy, 
visits the court of much-loved Queen Eleanor of 
Aquitaine. It is their first meeting, but they soon 
become close friends. Eleanor is no stranger to the 
entente cordiale, having already forged rapproche-
ments with Geoffrey of Anjou, Raymond of Poi-
tiers and Marcabru the troubadour, becoming his 
Muse and the subject of his most celebrated Lays. 
Entering into top-level negotiations, Henry is curi-
ous to learn about the courtly customs of Eleanor’s 
native Aquitaine. She is happy to oblige, introduc-
ing him to the traditional technique of gentle grape-
pressing. Henry imagines vineyards, corks popping 
along the Gironde Estuary, surf crashing in the Bay 
of Biscay. He chivalrously offers to show Eleanor 
his Norman cider press, and to take her up the Seine 
Valley. That night, during their detailed strategic 
summit, she encourages him to extend his increas-
ingly substantial realm across the Channel. She is 
thinking of England.
David Silverman

The Third Crusade was one of a series of cultural 
exchange schemes – the Islamic equivalent was the 
jihad – in which westerners and those from the Mid-
dle East lived in each other’s countries for extend-
ed periods. Richard the Lionheart, a contact sports 
enthusiastic with an impressive record of wins 
when playing away from home, was a keen partici-
pant. His return trip was disrupted by hidden sur-
charges and he went dark until he retweeted a post 
from Blondel, a lounge singer passing through on 
a European tour; eventually Richard’s exit visa had 
to be crowdfunded. A believer in hands-off govern-
ment, he nevertheless intervened on behalf of the 
Midlands Levelling Up Czar, Robin Hood, on his 
return, and latterly pursued a redistributive agen-
da in France where he developed many gated com-
munities. He was eventually skewered by pointed 
local opposition to a repossession, and retired hurt.  
His brother, John, proved to be a poor substitute.
Nick Syrett

NO. 3410: ALL GROWN UP

You are invited to submit passages or poems 
about celebrated characters from children’s 
books in adult life (150 words/16 lines maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 23 July.

SOLUTION TO 2708: ON THE SHELF 

Bertrand RUSSELL, whose surname is hidden in the final 
column, said, ‘There’s a BIBLE on that shelf there. But I 
keep it next to VOLTAIRE – POISON and ANTIDOTE.’ The 
other four unclued lights are two synonyms each of ‘poison’ 
(VENOM, TOXIN) and ‘antidote’ (MITHRIDATE, SERUM).

First prize  Rhiannon Hales, Ilfracombe, Devon 
Runners-up  Paul Harrison, Wilpshire, Blackburn, Lancs;
Matthew Wright, Topsham, Devon

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

  

The team of young talents from Uzbekistan, who 
sensationally won gold at the Chennai Olympiad 
in 2022, continue to develop apace. The strongest, 
Nodirbek Abdusattorov, is in the world top 10, 
and Javokhir Sindarov is at no. 25. They tied for 
first at the strong UzChess Cup, held in Tashkent 
in June, competing against elite players like Ian 
Nepomniachtchi, Arjun Erigaisi and Rameshbabu 
Praggnanandhaa. The latter also tied for first and 
won the playoff, though he was on the losing side 
of the most spectacular game of the event (perhaps 
the most beautiful of the year so far).

R. Praggnanandhaa-Richard Rapport
UzChess Masters 2025

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 f3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Nc3 
O-O 6 Nge2 a6 7 Be3 Nbd7 8 Qd2 b5 9 h4 
Wisely declining the pawn sacrifice. After 9 cxb5 
axb5 10 Nxb5 c6 11 Nc3 e5, the centre will soon 
be detonated by d6-d5, and practice shows that 
Black’s lead in development provides excellent 
compensation. h5 10 O-O-O e5 11 d5 Nb6 12 
Bxb6 cxb6 13 cxb5 axb5 14 Kb1 b4 15 Nb5 

The first big moment. If White can collect the b4 
pawn and consolidate with Ne2-c3, the game will 
be strategically won. Rapport’s solution is an 
ingenious long-term piece sacrifice. Nxd5!! 16 
exd5 16 Qxd5 Be6 is awful for White, e.g. 17 
Qxd6 Bxa2+ 18 Kc2 Qc8+ 19 Kd2 Rd8 wins the 
queen. Bf5+ 17 Ka1 Ra4 Coolly defending the 

For Competition 3407 you were invited to 
write about a historical event euphemistic-
ally. This challenge was a little vague; Private 
Eye code was the inspiration but from the tone 
of the entries it could have been 1066 and All 
That. The standard was very high, with too 
many runners-up to name names, and the £25 
vouchers go to the following.

Life grew rather complex in 1789 when France 
experienced a regime malfunction. The financially 
embarrassed commoners, who kept popping their 
clogs due to nutrition deficiency, took against roy-
als and aristocrats who did not rate highly on polit-
ical awareness. Paying an unscheduled visit to the 
Bastille, the monarchy-resistant mob significantly 
devalued it as a property. Aristocrats decamped from 
Versailles like small, furry rodents making their way 
from a foundering vessel, while the royal family, not 
being the sharpest pencils in the box, were left with-
out a steering mechanism on a waterway formed 
mostly of sewage. In the ensuing unrest around 
Paris, many of the upwardly mobile population 
were considerably downsized by the more republic- 
minded. Going against conventional wisdom, the 
royals left it too late to strategically retreat and were 
forced to cash in their chips with a trip to the rapid 
disposal unit that made them shorter by a head.
Janine Beacham 

The court of Peter the Great was notable for how 
Badered everyone, including the Tsar, was, and for 
his retinue of vertically challenged persons, though 
Peter himself was something of a ceiling scraper. 
There was even an official court personage of 
restricted growth named Iakim Volkov who found 
himself subject to a spectacular nuptial splicing at 
the iron whim of his Tsar. All pocket-sized Musco-
vites were seconded to Saint Petersburg to witness 
this happy event. These miniatures, having grown 
up in modest circumstances and consequently unac-
customed to fine dining, became tired and emotional 
upon becoming squiffy on the abundantly available 
enlivening beverages. Thereupon finding that they 
had various artistic differences, these space-efficient 
individuals sought to resolve them through a frank 
exchange of views. Unless historians have been  
economical with the truth, Peter the Great reacted 
to the resultant fracas by splitting his sides, always 
relishing a zany antic.
Adrian Fry

The Early Retirement of William Wallace, 1305
As part of the retirement festivities, Mr Wallace, 
fashionably undressed, was urged to take an equine 
Uber to Smithfield, while the public offered loud 
tributes. Upon arrival, he was granted a perfor-
mance review – at altitude – then carefully brought 
back down to receive his enhanced dismemberment 
package. In a gesture of administrative thorough-
ness, select personal assets were publicly decom-
missioned with fire. His abdominal storage was 
cleared in accordance with Crown compliance 
standards, contents displayed for transparency. Mr 
Wallace was subsequently divided into four travel- 
friendly portions and repurposed as inspirational 
installations in Newcastle, Berwick, Perth and Stir-
ling. His head was preserved using traditional tar-
based methods and promoted to a pointed post on 

PUZZLE NO. 858

White to play. Abdusattorov-Rapport, UzChess 
Masters 2025. The a-pawn seems bound to pro-
mote before the h-pawn. Which move allowed 
Abdusattorov to win the game anyway? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 
14 July. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Kxd7! Then 1…Kh5+  
2 Be6#. Against 1…f3 or 1…Nf3, also 2 Be6#  
Or 1..Kf5 2 Bf3#
Last week’s winner Paul Carter, Lancaster 

Chess 
UzChess Cup  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights give two lines 
of a poem, their author and  
a relevant location.

Competition 
Between the lines  
Victoria Lane

Black to play, position after 15 Nc3-b5

Black to play, position after 23 Bb3-c4
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