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LIFE LIFE

1 Ke2 f1=Q+, when the shocking follow-up is  
2 Ke3, reaching a position where Black has ten 
possible checks, but each one is met by a move 
of either Bb5 or Rf6, delivering immediate 
mate in response. 

It is shocking enough that this Heath 
Robinson mechanism works at all, but even 
more so that Loyd conjured a position where it 
is the uniquely fastest way to deliver 
checkmate. 

The position shown in the second diagram is 
the starter problem for the Winton British Chess 
Solving Championship, an annual competition. 
White must force mate in two moves, against 
any defence. (White moves, then Black moves, 
then White delivers checkmate.)

Entries are by email to winton@
theproblemist.org no later than 31 July. Only 
the first move is required. Successful entrants 
qualify for a postal round, so do include a name 
and address. Mark your entry ‘The Spectator’! 
Those who were under 18 on 31 August 2024 
must give their date of birth. For more details 
about the competition, including how to enter 
by post, visit spectator.co.uk/winton25. For 
more information on the rich world of problem-
solving, visit ‘theproblemist.org’. The website 
has an excellent section titled ‘For Beginners’, 
in which the ‘Two-Move Secrets’ section may 
provide inspiration. 

  Across
 6 Endlessly fortunate to go 

on morning walks (6)
 10 No Southern Italian 

entertains blockheads (11)
 11 Irritating, not snidely 

malicious at first (5)
 14 Record recent warning  

car may carry (1-5)
 16 One fanatical about 

swimmer (4)
 17 Miserable and low, new 

standard (4,4)
 22 Strain, not bad at first, 

coming on well (2,5)
 24 Somewhat curious note (3)
 26 Length of US railroad (3)
 28 Free party night we hear 

that should catch fire (7)
 29 Surprisingly agreed to be 

disparaging (8)
 33 More Scottish tenor in 

indifferent instruction to 
players (8)

 34 Quickly turned, a little 
short of courage (4)

 35 Rabbi has whip-round for 
garment (6)

 37 Mysterious vault, at first 
icy cold (7)

 38 A flight of birds is ecstasy, 
seen in the flesh (5)

 39 Frogman, decent chap, 
saves me moving away 
(11)

 40 Lots of small nails (6)
 41 What one has on the brain 

people almost swallow (8)

  Down
 1 Strut to follow rise in 

prosperity (4,4)

 2 Slowing down before bend 
for hotel (4)

 3 Make detached house fine 
after middle of June (6)

 4 Fabric salesman enters 
study (6)

 5 Peer at awful sock once 
sported by dandy (8)

 6 Solvent’s top quality (7)
 8 Turn out in regular 

uniform in gallery (9)
 9 Pick up part of stem as 

essential oil comes from it 
(6)

 15 Old officers sensing 
trouble (7)

 18 Painful smoke stretched 
out a mile back (7)

 19 With frosty look, take 
position about collapse (8)

 23 In prison, depart shortly 
for valley (8)

 29 Consider getting rid of last 
plate (6)

 30 Left paradise, heading off 
ferment (6)

 31 Steam through battalion, 
smashed (6)

 32 A nearly hot jelly (5)
 36 Tiny chap’s power spoken 

of (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
21 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2710, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2710:  
The clash 
by Fieldfare

law respond to your advantages? Is she rappelled? 
Or is she as inflatulated with you as you are with 
her? To resolve matters, try neuro-linguini program-
ming: when tempted to think about your mutton- 
in-law, instead picture an unpleasant animal, like 
a wartyhag or a harrypottermas. This will gradu-
ally desanitise you to the charms of the muddy- 
in-loo. A word of whining: don’t mention this to 
your wife or you’ll end up in diverse proceedings.
Joseph Houlihan/Mrs Malaprop

You write, sir, that you are tempted to ask a young 
lady of your acquaintance to lie with you and your 
wife so you may have full conversation with them 
both. You assure me that your wife is well disposed 
to such a scheme but fear the lady will take your 
proposal ill for she appears mannerly and modest 
although rumour has it otherwise. Prithee, sir, do 
not importune her under any circumstances for if 
she is indeed careful of her reputation no good will 
come of it, viz. you risk the loss of your name. Pro-
cure instead a comely wench of easy virtue, nay, 
already debauched, who in return for gold will open 
up her purse for you and consent to the particular 
congress you describe. Indeed I know of such a one 
and can reveal to you her whereabouts. Write to me 
in the strictest confidence.
Sue Pickard/Moll Flanders

Aunt Titania, cans’t thou guide me through the  
predicament that afflicts me? I am in love, yet my 
companions murmur and say I am away with the 
fairies, that the object of my passion is a beast and I 
should be rid of him. Yet I dote on him in extremity. 
I know not what to do.
‘Love-in-Idleness’.
Dear ‘Love-in-Idleness’, hark not to the ne’er-
sayers, nay, follow the dictates of thy heart. Indulge 
thy love, give him jewels from the deep, feed him 
with apricocks and purple grapes. Like the night 
owl, ride on moonbeams while thou can’st, for 
pleasure may swiftly flee. Do not, as alas did I, 
abandon thy dreams for one who is, forsooth, some-
what of a fairy, with a perverse fancy for changeling 
boys. Hence I commend thee from the bottom of 
my heart, be not sway’d by others, but straightway 
pursue thy dream.
Sylvia Fairley/Titania

Dear Pollyanna, I am having a terrible time with my 
neighbours. I invested in some peaceful, civilian-
use-only heating technology, but they’ve got it into 
their heads that it’s going to explode all over their 
property. I think it might be the ‘Radiation – severe 
danger’ signs I stuck on for a joke. Anyway, they 
and their friend Donald have been throwing rocks 
over the fence all week and say they’ll keep it up 
until I move out. What can I do?
Dear Mr Khamenei, Why, your neighbours sound 
perfectly lovely! It’s delightful that they’re encour-
aging you to build a beautiful rockery in your 
garden and then take a holiday. Not everyone’s 
neighbours take such an interest, so remember to 
hunt out the glad things and invite them over for ice-
cream before going to Church together. If Donald 
comes too you can be sure it’ll go with a bang! 
Tom Adam/Pollyanna

NO. 3409: FAMILY MATTERS

You are invited to submit parental advice cour-
tesy of famous writers. Please email entries 
(150 words/16 lines maximum) to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by midday on 16 July.

SOLUTION TO 2707: GET-TOGETHER 

Twelve unclued entries can be paired to make six portmanteau 
words: CHILLAX (CHILL + RELAX), MOTEL  
(MOTOR + HOTEL), DRAMEDY (DRAMA + COMEDY), 
BLOG (WEB + LOG), FRENEMY (FRIEND + ENEMY) 
and COSPLAY (COSTUME + PLAY).

First prize Stephen Rea, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
Runners-up Brenda Widger, Altrincham, Cheshire 
Michael Moran, Penrith, Cumbria

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

For a chess player, delivering a check to the king 
always feels like asking a question, as if to say, 
‘What are you going to do about that?’ And I was 
instructed as a child: ‘Don’t answer a question 
with a question!’ So naturally, I get an impish 
thrill from those rare occasions where a check is 
met by a move which simultaneously delivers a 
check to the opponent.

Such a counter-check could even be mate. That 
circumstance is vanishingly rare in practical play, 
but composers of chess problems have often toyed 
with the idea. One shining example is the position 
in the first diagram, a mate in three composed by 
Sam Loyd in 1903.

The temptation is to give discovered check by 
moving either Bb5 or Rf6, but Black’s king has 
just enough wiggle room that neither of those 
leads to mate in just three moves. For example,  
1 Bxe8+ Kxe4 2 Bg6+ Kd4 3 Rf4 is double check 
and mate, but alas after 1 Bxe8+ Kd4! White has 
no way to conclude the hunt in time. 1 Bd3+ Kd4 
2 Rf3+ e5! also leads to disappointment. The 
solution appears in the next paragraph.

The fastest path to mate is surprising in that it 
uses White’s own king to close the net. The first 
move is 1 Ke2, aiming for e3. In case of 1…Kxe4 
2 Bd3+ Kd4 3 Rf4 is mate, or 1…Kd4 2.Rf4+ e5 
3 Nxg3 is mate (e5 being pinned). Or if 1… 
f1=N+ (to prevent Ke2-e3) then 2 Rf2+ Kxe4  
3 Bd3 is mate. But the real punchline arises after  

For Competition 3406 you were invited to 
cast a well-known fictional or non-fictional 
character, living or dead, in the role of agony 
aunt or uncle and provide a problem of your 
invention and their solution. 

There was very little to choose between 
an excellent crop. Unlucky losers include Bill 
Greenwell, Ralph Goldswain, Peter Smalley, 
Frank McDonald, Mark Ambrose, Bill Ries, 
Frank Upton and Brian Murdoch. 

The £25 John Lewis vouchers go to those 
entries printed below.

Q: A near neighbour has a white van he insists on 
parking right outside my house, even though his 
own parking space usually stands unoccupied. At 
home most of the time and noticing its comings 
and infrequent goings, I ponder constantly how to 
resolve the situation amicably.
A: Amicably be damned! In van or rear, the white 
monstrosity described in thy beseechings hath 
transfixed thee to the limits of obsession. ’Tis a 
predicament I know, for all my locale hath been 
the insufficient vasts of seven seas, whereon I have 
been haunted by a whiteness I cannot unsee, a 
blankness that is nothingness and yet carries about 
it intimations of Eternity. Thy white leviathan hath 
consumed something of thee, be it only thy sanity, 
and a hunt to its or thy extinction stands revealed 
the sole route to resolution. The quarry stands out-
side thy very window – harpoon it, damn thee! 
Adrian Fry/Captain Ahab

Dear Senor Borges: I hesitated to propose to my 
girl; now she has accepted and married someone 
else. What should I do?
Answer: In similar circumstances the Alexandrian 
poet Plestocles committed suicide by eating fire. 
Less drastic would be to take consolation from phi-
losophy. Our universe, though unbounded, contains 
only a finite number of atoms. In time it will inevi-
tably collapse and perish, but, following immutable 
laws, it must again expand and rebuild itself, using 
those same atoms. The process will be repeated infi-
nitely, and since the permutations of a finite number 
of atoms are themselves finite, a fraction of these 
eternal recurrences will be universes precisely like 
ours. It may be consoling to consider that therefore 
(a fraction of infinity being itself infinite) countless 
future yous will in their turn have the opportunity 
to muster courage to propose more punctually. In a 
few cases, you may even be accepted.
George Simmers/J.L. Borges

Dear Mrs Malaprop, 
I’m a happily married man, but I’ve developed an 
unwholesome infatuation with my mother-in-law. 
Please help.
Perturbed of Dorney
Dear Disturbed of Porny,
I’m sorry to hear you’ve taken a swine to your 
muddler-in-law, but it’s a more condom problem 
than most people are wary of. It’s known as ‘erratic 
transference’. Perhaps you’re secretly raving for 
someone to pimper and care for you, just like your 
own smotherer used to. How does your monster-in-

PUZZLE NO. 857

White to play and mate in two moves. Composed 
by Barry Barnes, the Observer, 1964. Barnes, who 
died in January, was a great expert and compos-
er of mate in two problems. Email answers (first 
move only) to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 
7 July. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 f4! The queen cannot 
safely defend the Ne4, so Black resigned
Last week’s winner Reginald Chaplin, 
Woodford Green, Essex 

Chess 
Counter-check  
Luke McShane

In one square in each quarter 
of the grid, across and down 
entries clash (leave these squares 
blank). From these eight let-
ters four unclued lights (mutual 
anagrams) can be formed, each 
defined by one other unclued 
light.

Competition 
Problematic  
Lucy Vickery

White to play and mate in three

White to play and mate in two Wdwdrdbd
dpdwdwGw
pHwdp$wd
$Bdwiwdw
w)wdNdw0
Dw0wdwgw
ndw)w0w4
dwdwdKdn

QdwdwdwI
Dw4n0wdw
Wdwdwdwd
dpiPdNdw
w0N$wdwd
dB1wdpdw
wdRdwGwd
dwdwdwdw

wdwdwdwH
dwdpINdp
Rdwdwdw)
$wdBdwdw
Wdwdw0kd
dwdPdwdb
Wdwdpdp!
dwdwGwhw


