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LIFE LIFE

Carlsen’s next move backfires, because he has 
not yet brought his king to safety. Had Carlsen 
played 22 O-O instead of 22 Rh1-g1, his 
approach with b2-b4 might well have been 
successful. 23 b4 axb4 24 cxb4 Na4 25 
Bd3 c6! Battling for the initiative, even at the 
cost of a pawn. 26 dxc6 d5! Forcing more 
lines open, since after 27 Bxb5 d4! 28 Bf2 Nc3 
29 Bd3 g4! White would soon start shedding 
pawns. 27 exd5 Nxd5 28 a3 Rhd8 29 Rc1 
Rd6 30 Bxb5 Ndc3 31 Bc5 Nxb5 32 Bxd6 
Nxd6 In this murky position, White’s 
vulnerable king is still the most significant 
factor. 33 Kf2 Nb6 34 Qd3 Qe6 A subtle 
move, introducing ideas of Qe6-a2+ and Qe6-
h3, as well as bringing a knight to c4 to attack 
a3. 35 Rc5 35 Rge1 was probably a better 
choice, restraining e5-e4 but ceding the c6 
pawn. After 35...Ndc4 36 Rc3 Qxc6 37 Rec1 
Rc8 the game is at an impasse. e4 36 Qd4+ 
Kg8 37 Rd1 exf3 38 Re5 Now the game is 
beyond saving. 38 Rc2 was essential, in order 
to meet Qe6-h3 with Kf2-g1. However, Black 
retains the upper hand with 38...Nbc4 Qh3 39 
Kxf3 Nbc4 There is no good answer to the 
dual threats of Nxe5+ and Rxa3+. 40 Ra5 
Nxa5 41 bxa5 Qf5+ 42 Kg2 Qc2+ 43 Kg1 
Nf5 44 Qd7 Ne3 45 Rd2 Qc1+ 46 Kf2 
Ng4+ 47 Ke2 Ne5 48 Qe7 Nxc6 49 Qe4 
Rxa5 White resigns

  Across
 1 Freight making vehicle 

move (5)
 6 The architect’s malign 

intentions? (7)
 13 Legal term about wills in 

US and Spain – late 
revision (4-5)

 15 House-builders’  
workplace isn’t pleasant  
to see, we’re told (4)

 16 Belgian crime writer, if  
not in France, entertains 
me (7)

 17 Strips and barely moves? 
(7)

 21 Rail operatives picked up 
in major station (5)

 24 Pacific root-crop mirrored 
in protectorate (4)

 27 Disclose head has left for 
Harrow’s rival (4)

 35 Lover and friend breaking 
Laura’s heart (7)

 36 It may have had a careful 
owner and was 
accustomed to endless 
attention (4,3)

 37 Some Boursin for Caesar’s 
bears (4)

 38 Sandwich spread and spam 
served with tea, note (4,5)

 40 Strange actors changing 
places at Roman fortress 
(7)

 41 Jimmy has a change of 
heart for old horses (5)

  Down
 1 Form One, placid with 

American in charge of 
RVW’s work, say (9,5)

 2 Work is over for them, 
taking endless leisure 
around isle (8)

 4 Brother to have nowhere 
to swim in popular resort 
(9)

 7 Rough estimate – about 
one thousand – died here 
(5)

 9 ‘On your feet!’ and ‘Get 
up!’ for banking facilities 
(8,6)

 10 Odd strain of stage of an 
insect’s development (6)

 12 Pulls the trigger at first 
signs of growth (6)

 14 Guiding light to join the 
criminals (6)

 20 It measures pressure on 
awfully remote isle, first 
(9)

 22 Queer fish gathering under 
dam on river (6)

 23 Entranced stirring 
marinade (2,1,5)

 26 1A that’s discarded from 
high fliers before noon (6)

 29 Popular suit manufactured 
for northerners (6)

 31 A floosie’s upset rock 
bands (6)

 34 Frostier early reception 
initially, after getting here 
in France (5)

 35 Carpet the setter after a 
fiddle (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
4 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2712, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2712 : Revisions 
by Doc

My salads wilt and sizzle,
You couldn’t plant a cactus here,
The soil requires a chisel.
I’m no Dante, infernos suck,
A desert can’t be crueller,
I won’t stick this for forty days,
I’m off to Hell. It’s cooler.
Janine Beacham

Yes, I’ll remember ’25 –
The heat, the sweltering days and nights
Of sweat and fever-dreams and thirst,
Relentlessly. The insect bites.

The grass scorched. Wildfires made the news.
No one slept and no one rose
Refreshed at dawn and how we felt 
Was permanently comatose

From headlines crying the old would die, 
And stale old tips on keeping cool,
and nothing there to ease the strain
except the far niente rule.

And in that moment all the world
stared at the one truth that endures,
hotter and hotter, future years
of ever-rising temperatures.
D.A. Prince

Dog days, every one a scorcher,
Useless if you’re lily-white,
Cause of heat-rash, perfect torture,
Hateful to Pre-Raphaelite –

Why not buy a simple sun-bed
If you must top up your tan? –
Heatwaves only suit the undead,
Or addicts of the hosepipe ban.

Houses burn, and reservoirs
Vanish in a nasty twinkling:
Drink, but not in local bars –
Watch out for your pink skin wrinkling.

Heatwaves, pace The Vandellas,
Aren’t like love. They cause more pain –
Let some air into your cellar.
Hug the dark, and pray for rain.
Bill Greenwell

The summer is more like a Mexican wave.
The heat wave is there but it comes and it goes.
It stands up and hands us the sun that we crave,
but it’s too hot to sleep or to wear any clothes. 

Then a day or two later the clouds give us rain.
The daylight is grey and the temperature down.
It’s good for the garden, yet still we complain 
that the summer is over, we shiver and frown. 

Until the next week when we swelter and sweat.
The tarmac is steaming, the air is too hot,
it’s up in the thirties, we bake and regret
that we wanted the heat, but the heat’s what we’ve got. 

Then the clouds roll back in and it’s cool once again,
and it’s such a relief, but the heat will soon rise
and it’s thirty degrees and it’s all inhumane.
Don’t worry, next week we’ll have overcast skies.
Helen Baty

NO. 3411: POPULAR DEMAND

You are invited to submit a poem or passage 
about surge pricing (16 lines/150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries, where possible, to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 30 July.

SOLUTION TO 2709: OUR SET

The unclued lights are the names of the principal members 
of the Spectator crossword compiling team since its incep-
tion in July 1981. 7 Across reveals JAC and DOC, while 
Mass appears in the red squares. The yellow squares can be 
arranged to spell La Jerazana.

First prize Tim and Cathy Knox, London WC1N 
Runners-up Julian Hammond, Manchester;  
John and Di Lee, Axminster, Devon

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Before the SuperUnited Rapid & Blitz 
tournament, held in Zagreb earlier this month, 
Magnus Carlsen spoke frankly: ‘Gukesh hasn’t 
done anything to indicate he’s going to do well in 
such a tournament.’

That was, in a sense, true. Granted, 19-year 
old Gukesh Dommaraju has been world champion 
since December, when he defeated the reigning 
champion Ding Liren in Singapore. But that 
match was played in classical chess, the slowest 
form of the game. Rapid games usually last 30-60 
minutes in total, and blitz games less than ten. 
Success at those faster time limits calls for a well-
honed intuition, whereas classical games require 
more in the way of stamina and an intense 
attention to detail.

Gukesh has focused his efforts almost 
exclusively on classical chess. He skipped the 
World Rapid & Blitz Championships in New York 
in December, and almost a year had passed since 
he participated in internationally rated rapid or 
blitz events, while his performances in ‘Freestyle’ 
events (aka Chess960) have been underwhelming.

But Gukesh proved in Zagreb that his skills 
are still developing fast. He confounded Carlsen’s 
prediction by taking first place in the rapid event, 
including a turbulent win against the Norwegian 
himself (see below). Carlsen got revenge in the 
blitz event, where Gukesh finished last, so it was 
still Carlsen who topped the combined standings.

Magnus Carlsen-Gukesh Dommaraju
SuperUnited Rapid, Zagreb 2025

1 c4 e5 2 Nc3 Bb4 3 Nf3 Bxc3 4 dxc3 d6 5 
e4 Nd7 6 Bd3 Nc5 7 Bc2 Nf6 8 Qe2 a5 9 
Nd2 g6 10 Nf1 Be6 11 Bg5 h6 12 Bh4 g5 13 
Bg3 Qd7 14 f3 Nh5 15 Ne3 Nf4 16 Qd2 b5 
17 Nd5 Bxd5 18 cxd5 Nh5 A strange decision 
from Gukesh, driving the bishop to a better 
diagonal. Ke8-f8-g7 would have been better 
played immediately. 19 Bf2 Kf8 20 g3 Kg7 21 
Be3 Qe7 22 Rg1 Nf6 (see diagram). It is a 
common misconception that knights are better 
than bishops in closed positions. That is only valid 
when the knights enjoy strong outposts. Here, the 
pawn on g3 sidelines the Nh5, while the Nc5 can 
be evicted at any moment by b2-b4. Nevertheless, 

For Competition 3408 you were invited to 
write poems about heatwaves. This comp was 
inspired by the weather! In the face of leth-
argy, rage, sleeplessness etc lots of you still 
managed to put fingers to keyboard with good 
results. It was almost too hot to choose, but the 
£25 vouchers go to the following.

Long drag the days of lop, of laze,
Of no precipitation,
Bar slathered factor fifty glaze
On perspiration.

And long the nights; too hot, still light,
Fans faintly stirring stifle
While outside, drunks ferment a fight
Of some mere trifle.

Long seems the spell, Heaven or Hell,
When England’s tropic.
Waters run short, tempers as well,
Heat’s misanthropic.

The wave will break; cloudburst, rain slake.
Upon our sudden wetting,
We’ll eulogise that fearsome bake
And start forgetting. 
Adrian Fry

When the mercury rises unfeasibly high
And the great yellow disc beats down from the sky
It’s time to enjoy our great national sport:
Laughing at folk wearing less than they ought.
Manual workers are the first to give way,
Shedding their garments as if at Saint Tropez,
But at least their muscles are tight as a drum
(Barring the occasional gross ‘builder’s bum’).
For others, alas, the effect is less fine:
Tubbies in tight tops, like beef tied with twine,
Others whose limbs are as pale as a ghost
Suddenly ungarbed for their annual roast;
And don’t get me started on gentlemen’s shorts
(Bermudas and Lycra and Speedos, of course) –
They’re fine on the beach or when chasing a ball,
But in town or at work? Prison for all!
Joseph Houlihan

It is too hot! I’d rather not.
Could you just wipe my brow?
I think I’ll miss, for once, the kiss.
Hosepipe needed now!
I know you vowed to stick by me, 
But did you mean it literally?
Excuse the drip,
While I skip the chance to hold your hand.
But when there’s rain
To cool my brain,
I’ll love you once again.
Averell Kingston

I am the Prince of Darkness, so
I sought a winter break,
But now I’m grilled from head to hoof,
A well-done fillet steak,
My tail is singed, my horns are burnt.
Too hot? The heatwave’s pelted!
It’s oven-scorching, off the charts,
I bought a fan. It melted.
I’m aircon-less, my sorbets run,

PUZZLE NO. 859

White to play. Gukesh-Firouzja, SuperUnited 
Rapid, Zagreb 2025. Firouzja has just walked into 
a trap. Which move allowed Gukesh to reach an 
easily winning position? Email answers to chess@
spectator.co.uk by Monday 21 July. There is a 
prize of a £20 John Lewis voucher for the first 
correct answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Bf6! Kxf6 2 h7 a1=Q 3 
h8=Q+ wins with a skewer

Last week’s winner Richard Burrow, Cheshire

Chess
Rapid & Blitz, Croatia  
Luke McShane

When paired the unclued lights, 
one hyphened and one French 
geographical name, and another 
which is a combination of 18 & 
33, are somehow related.

Competition 
Some like it hot  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 22... Nh5-f6
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