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		  Across
	 9 	Top part is the place to go 

in ships (5)
	10 	Wild party girl cycling (4)
	11 	Ex-president twice cut 

back tropical plants (5)
	12 	Unbounded profusion 

bewildered lunatic (7)
	13 	Article on devilish debonair 

Michael Gove? (10)
	15 	Microstate near heart of 

Burundi hoards gold (5)
	18 	He might steal object 

inside present (8)
	19 	But for squaddies we may 

serve mocktails (6)
	21 	Rebecca’s boy, second in 

hunt after sea snakes (4)
	24 	Primrose played this role in 

Twelfth Night (5)
	25 	Monarch astride a wild ass 

(5)
	26 	Sea duck finally fears what 

cats often do (4)
	28 	Trainee aboard three-

master (6)
	29 	Tramline altered Liverpool 

Street perhaps (8)
	34 	Arboreal beast – it’s one of 

the deadly ones (5)
	36 	Mignonne quality? It’s 

Dianne’s when dancing 
(10)

	37 	Goddess turned male 
punches wandering boffin 
(7)

	38 	Old fools, they could be 
upside-down (5)

	39 	English actor and Irish poet 
leaving hotel (4)

	40 	Brother and father crossing 
drowned valley (5)

		  Down
	 1 	One of a duo warming up 

cold listeners? (7)
	 2 	Famous novelist has had 

coats of granular leather 
(10)

	 3 	Spiteful poet hides bill of 
exchange (6)

	 4 	Broadway star ejects male 
wastrel (5)

	 5 	Praiseworthy Bella 
disturbed about proscribed 
group (8)

	 6 	Rascal headed own goal? (5)
	 7 	Roman poet’s nothing like 

Humpty-Dumpty (5)
	 8 	Seabird kebab’s sound (4)
	14 	Aged tree encroaches on 

another tree (5)
	20 	Trained assassin somewhat 

often in jail (5)
	22 	Capital godly sort meets 

Venetian villain (8)
	23 	White wine roused no rector 

(4)
	27 	Corner in first half of 

untroubled game (7)
	30 	Old German unclothed in 

country (6)
	32 	Be stingy towards tax in 

Troon (5)

	33 	Fruit and veg Romeo 
ingested (5)

	34 	Cross old actor (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
11 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2713, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2713: 
Outdressed  
by Pabulum

out at the Garrick. Children are drawn to the parent 
they see least, a win-win. You can go drinking with 
pals most days and still expect to pop up in as many 
memoirs or romans à clef as you have offspring. 
Your brood want bedtime stories? Dick Francis  
is bloody good and will simultaneously grip you 
and set them snoring like piglets before the end of 
the first furlong.
Russell Clifton/Kingsley Amis

A word of good advice while I still can –
If you have based your life on solid virtue
And been the best of Ideal English Man;
If sticks and stones and words have never hurt you
You may by now be just one half a man.

Though ‘If’ has long inspired your moral core
And helped defeat the blandishments of sin
I’ll say now, as I meant to warn before,
You might have had some problems fitting in
With friends who think you’re now a priggish bore.

So try to loosen up a bit, my son.
Of all the Deadly Sins there must be one
Which, tried discreetly just for one-off fun,
Might win you street-cred as a proper man –
And, what is more, an English man, my son.
Martin Parker/Rudyard Kipling

Along the muddy lanes of Hampstead Heath,
Safe in a world of trams and buttered toast,
The children, dry in hoods and sturdy boots,
Return for tea – and tales of playground spats.
Then give them Scott’s Emulsion, rusks and malt,
And fortify with scones and Ovaltine.
Preparing them for Schoolma’am’s iron rule,
Ask, ‘Now, how many pennies in a pound?’
Then bath-time with the goddess Soap in hand,
And off to Dreamland, tucked in eiderdown.
But if young John should dare to disobey
Be hard of heart – it’s character they need.
‘All right, bend over.’ Three resounding thwacks
From Father’s gym-shoe bring a gulp. Then pause –
A pat upon the head, a thoughtful smile:
‘I liked the way you took that beating, John.’
Ralph Goldswain/John Betjeman

I have assembled you here, in this venerable library 
on this stormy night, to offer counsel.

Your lives have run hitherto on well-worn rails 
– the cashiered major, the faded adventuress, the 
Bohemian aspiring artist, still aspiring, the bankrupt 
man of business – and your assorted branch lines 
now run through the wilderness. You have ignored 
my advice and let the priceless alignment of motive, 
method and opportunity evade you. Or so I thought 
– for I now recognise the early symptoms of arsenic 
poisoning. Was it the Turkish Delight? The brace of 
woodcock? The Circassian liqueur or the amusing-
ly edible Romany cigarette holder? I have ignored 
my second rule and my scornful Hubris is now fol-
lowed by Nemesis.

I offer two bequests: My large fortune to my 
murderer, whichever one of you that might be. And 
secondly, the recommendation that you think very 
hard indeed before applying for probate. 
Nick Syrett/Agatha Christie

NO. 3412: HARD LINES

You are invited to submit a poem about the 
struggle of writing a poem (16 lines maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 6 August.

SOLUTION TO 2710: THE CLASH

The four anagrams were 1A TROUNCES (defined by 7 
BEATS), 12 COUNTERS (27 PARRIES), 21 CONSTRUE 
(10 INTERPRET) and 25 RECOUNTS (13 RELATES)

First prize Lisa Bramley, Shaldon, Devon
Runners-up Nick Huntley, Darlington;
Lewis Osborne, Newton Mearns, Glasgow
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Clockwise round the grid from 
the square between 6 and 7 
runs a quotation which could 
have referred to the three 
unclued lights, and its source 
(7,2,3,3,5,3,3,7,4,3,2,5,5).
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