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LIFE LIFE

42…Be6, Giri could win by manoeuvring his 
bishop to g4. 43 e5 Kd5 44 exf6 Ke6 45 f7 
Kxf7 46 Ke5 Black resigns

Matthias Blübaum, the reigning European 
Individual Champion and 32nd seed, played  
the tournament of his life, and took the second 
qualifying spot, having the best tiebreak from a 
trio of players on 7.5/11. But he was the first to 
admit to a lucky break in the penultimate round, 
which reached the position below. Blübaum 
was scathing about his own play earlier in the 
game: ‘I just blundered like a complete idiot 
and I should have lost… it’s a miracle how 
badly I played.’ Keymer has a clear extra pawn 
and an easy target on h5. Continuing with 54 
Ne4 Rc2 55 Rb6+ Ke7 56 Rg6, preparing Rg6-
g5, would almost certainly have won the game. 
Instead he went after the pawn immediately.

Vincent Keymer-Matthias Blübaum
Fide Grand Swiss, Samarkand 2025

54 Rh7?? Nxg3! A little trick with a big 
impact. If 55 Kxg3 Rd3+ wins the knight back, 
leading to a similar situation as in the game.  
55 Rh6+ Kf7 56 Nb1 Rb2 57 Kxg3 Rxb1 
58 Rxh5 Rb3+ 59 Kg2 Rb4 60 f3 The extra 
rook’s pawn counts for little here, so the draw is 
inevitable. 60 Rxe5 Rxh4 is also a trivial draw. 
Kf6 61 Kg3 Rb3 62 Rh6+ Kf5 63 Rh5+ Kf6 
Draw agreed 

		  Across
	 1 	 Rave over wrestling 

tournament (5)
	 4 	 Wolf conquering war god 

frightens away (6,3)
	10 	 Autoclaved plastic with 

small cavities (10)
	11 	 Doctor came in as  

Uncle Sam’s sickly (6)
	12 	 Tess’s husband or  

French activist poet (7)
	15 	 Snarl from grey dullard (5)
	16 	 Fare on tinware for forty 

(6)
	22 	 Maybe saboteur had 

sabotaged earlier (8)
	23 	 Cynical type sermon at no 

time enthralled (7)
	24 	 Fish is eaten (4)
	25 	 Authentic Brazilian sugar 

(4)
	27 	 Anglers cross about 

wayfarers (7)
	29 	 OK musical (8)
	32 	 Rascal Oundle refused 

once (6)
	34 	 Sound of kittens some 

women tamed (5)
	35 	 Some colibri outside 

French commune (5)
	38 	 Fruit of quality and honey 

beside (10)
	39 	 Dr Ali and I, besotted with 

art, like Merc’s logo (9)
	40 	 Dashing chap lecturer 

ordered about (5)
	
		  Down
	 1 	 Cosmetic enhancement of 

Tempe? (6,4)
	 2 	 Antenatal procedure 

Omani developed (5)

	 4 	 Female Amerinds talked 
about cane sugar (7)

	 5 	 Odd pair of cruciverbalists 
master unsound puzzles 
(10)

	 6 	 Roisterers hawkers head 
off (7)

	 7 	 Wise men always aboard 
ship (5)

	 8 	 Measurer of eelworm FT 
splashes (9)

	13 	 Silver shrub leafy on the 
outside (7)

	15 	 Good painter, one 
cherished by monarch: 
Sutherland? (6)

	17 	 Swimming after Romeo 
girl makes dry land (5,5)

	19 	 Arbor housing Bornean ape 
and French sandpiper (6,4)

	20 	 Hostess wearing new ring 
(9)

	21 	 Bathroom’s not too tight 
for great musician (6)

	26 	 Lout bishop that’s dead 
tried to influence (7)

	28 	 Grandchild upset fruit 
drink (7)

	30 	 Old nose-band in museum 
lacking part (6)

	33	 Awful papa bounds about 
(5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 13 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2722, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2722: Victim  
by Pabulum 

poodle cross referred to as a shittipoo – an appella-
tion showing scant respect for the animal.

Nomenclatural anarchy prevails, yet the Ken-
nel Club remains resoundingly silent about it. This 
must change.
George Simmers

The late Roger Scruton was a high-minded critic 
of pop music, arguing that it numbed the soul rath-
er than expressing deep feelings. His approach to  
modern culture and politics bore similarities to 
Swift’s use of timbre and irony to expose love’s fol-
lies. So where should we position the pop-cultural 
icon of our time on an 18th-century axis? Is Travis 
Kelce’s ‘modest proposal’ a sly wink in the direction 
of the Dean, whose 1729 satirical essay shocked 
polite society? Is the sarcastic Dubliner a worthy 
member of Taylor’s ‘tortured poets department’? 
Should he be granted tenure? One is reluctant to – 
in the words of William Rees-Mogg – break a but-
terfly on a wheel. Nonetheless, throughout history 
bestselling singer-songwriters – and lepidopterists! 
– tend to come full circle, like revolving gramo-
phone records.
John O’Byrne

Let there be no equivocation in the matter. We 
may say, without fear of contradiction, that from 
across the broad Atlantic a terror threatens our very 
identity. Type, if you will, in Word, a few lines of 
th’Immortal Bard, of Wordsworth or Tennyson. Did 
they not, we may ask, in their wisdom, choose to 
use a semi-colon? And yet that precious mark will 
be condemned, nay, struck down, with vaunting 
arrogance, by Copilot. Artificial it may be; intel-
ligent it is not. It boots not to say that this is trivial. 
Such protestations must be taken cum grano salis. 
For it is beyond peradventure that our language 
– hence, our very identity – faces what we have  
no hesitation in describing as an existential threat. 
This is punctuational censorship of the most 
abhorrent kind. Liz Truss would save the West. It 
behoves every English soul to summon Lynne Truss 
to save England.
Nicholas Hodgson

As a prestigious publication we are committed to 
the preservation of exemplary standards in mat-
ters of communication. After perspicacious con-
sideration and without temerity, we feel obliged 
to express our perturbation apropos the laxity of 
grammatical exactitude exhibited by those whose 
requisite responsibility it is to uphold academi-
cal excellence. How abhorrent it is to hear news 
announcers referring to ‘less people’ or politicians 
denouncing someone who has ‘broke the rules.’ 
The punctilious rhetorician Sir Winston Church-
ill would be revolving in his interment location 
were he to hear his successors confusing who with 
whom or sat with sitting. To the argument that  
we purists are revolting we unashamedly reply, 
indeed we are! We righteously rebel against linguis-
tic imprecision. Dotty and cross we might be, but 
learning to dot the i’s and cross the t’s is a meritori-
ous pursuit. Let peasants ‘talk proper’. We pedants 
prefer to speak properly!
Alan Millard

NO. 3421: RIGHT TO REPLY

You are invited to submit a reply from 
Slough to offset Betjeman’s rude lines on the 
subject (16 lines maximum). Please email 
entries to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 8 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2719: WHAT’S IN A NAME?  

MADRIGAL (the compiler) is linked by MAD  
(completing words phrases: BRAINED, COW DISEASE 
and WORT), RIG (meanings: SWINDLE, EQUIP 
and ARTIC) and AL (abbreviation for: ALABAMA, 
ALUMINIUM and ALBANIA).

First prize Will Devison, Shaldon, Devon
Runners-up Don Thompson, Bolton;
Phillip Wickens, Faygate, W. Sussex

Name 		  	
	
Address 		 		

		 		

		 		

	  	  

		

‘When you play professional chess… you have to 
always believe in miracles. Especially if you are  
a player like me who’s not really good.’ A couple 
of rounds before the end of the Fide Grand Swiss, 
held in Samarkand in early September, Anish Giri 
gave a typically modest assessment of his chances 
of taking one of the coveted top two spots.  
Those qualify players for the 2026 Candidates’ 
tournament, whose winner earns the right to 
challenge for the world championship. 
   By any normal standards, Giri is really good – 
an absolute top player for more than a decade who 
peaked at no. 3 in the world. But the Grand Swiss 
is an elite brawl, where he began as the seventh 
seed. Even for Giri, a top two finish is a tall order. 

Giri went on to win the tournament outright 
with 8/11, but with little sign of divine 
intervention. Despite one dubious position in the 
third round, his five wins and six draws included 
some immaculate technical games and looked 
wholly deserved. In the final round he used his 
bishop pair to place Niemann under pressure, and 
cashed in from the diagram position.

Anish Giri-Hans Niemann
Fide Grand Swiss, Samarkand 2025

33 Rxb3! Bxb3 No better is 33…Rxa6  
34 Bxc5+ 34 Bxc5 Kd7 35 Bxd6 Kxd6 36 g5!  
36 Ke3 h6 37 f4 g5! offers good chances for a 
draw Be6 37 Ke3 Kc5 38 Kf4 Kd4 39 gxf6 
gxf6 40 a4 h6 41 a5 Bd7 42 Be2 Kc5 After 

For Competition 3418 you were invited 
to provide a pompous leading article on a  
trivial subject. 
    The ubiquity of ‘Hi’ replacing ‘Dear’; 
conjoined teabags; the apostrophe (ban it!); 
the semi-colon (save it!): all featured in a 
medium-sized, accomplished entry. The half-
dozen below stood out and earn their authors 
the £25 John Lewis vouchers.

Our readers will be aware of our unblemished 
record in reading the runes. And if there is one 
certain indicator of the unravelling of the fabric 
of western civilisation, surely it is the unending 
decline in quality of clothes pegs. Regardless of 
the emporium from which they are purchased, 
both plastic and wooden pegs are so woefully con-
structed that their falling apart may be taken as 
societal collapse in microcosm. It was Spinoza, a 
second-rate philosopher perhaps better known for 
hermeneutics, who said, ‘Do not weep. Do not wax 
indignant. Understand.’ But Spinoza, we assert, was 
not compelled to contend with the existential crisis 
engendered by disintegrating clothes pegs. Truly, 
these are dark times, and, while this organ is not 
noted for any predilection for state intervention, on 
this occasion, we implore the government to take 
all reasonable steps to arrest the decline, and thus 
save us all. 
Simon Godziek

Cefinn has fallen. A nation stands aghast, staring 
in horror at the frayed hem of its sartorial ambi-
tions. This is a cultural calamity, a sombre modern 
echo of the Spitalfields looms being silenced for 
ever. Samantha Cameron’s venture was a stirring 
British call to arms, its proud mission to swathe 
an elite in lines of modern purpose and dignified 
restraint. That so noble an enterprise could be slain 
by the brute beast of international commerce is not 
merely a loss to fashion but the starkest of warn-
ings to Britain. Once, Lancashire’s mills clothed the 
world; once, British couture was a global symbol 
of elegance. Today, we cannot even sustain a minor 
boutique label. If we are to revive our national pride 
we must rebuild and reimagine bon ton itself, lest 
we condemn these islands to a future of leggings 
and leisurewear. This is not about dresses. It is  
about decline.
Tom Adam

The popularity of cross-breed dogs is doubtless well- 
merited, but their nomenclature is a tangle of port-
manteau inconsistencies. The first to claim con-
siderable public attention was the labrador/poodle 
cross jocularly nicknamed the labradoodle. A pleas-
ant name, but unserious, which set a fashion for joc-
ular portmanteaux, like Schnoodle, Weimardoodle, 
and even (for a sheepdog cross) a Sheepadoodle.

A quite different logic of word-formation led 
to naming a Cavalier King Charles spaniel/poodle 
cross a Cavapoo, but a lazy analogy has led a cocker 
spaniel/poodle cross to be commonly referred to as 
a ‘Cockapoo’, eliminating the alveolar consonant ‘r’ 
in favour of a mere grunting ‘a’, without regard for 
etymological consistency. Other names have been 
even less fortunately chosen; we have heard a shit-zu/ 

PUZZLE NO. 869

White to play. Anish Giri-Viktor Laznicka, France 
2010. Black’s king is in obvious peril, and Giri 
found the only move which wins by force. What 
did he play? Email answers to chess@spectator. 
co.uk by Monday 29 September. There is a prize 
of £20 for the first correct answer out of a hat. 
Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Ne2+! wins the Rf4, 
as 2 Qxe2 Qxg2# or 2 Rxe2 Qc1+ leads to mate.
Last week’s winner Alan Norman, Impington, 
Cambridge

Chess 
Miracles  
Luke McShane

‘31D’ is a line thrice uttered 
by the victim of ‘37A/34D/9D’ 
where his 14A grew. Remaining 
unclued lights give his name 
and how he was addressed by 
his son (two words) and the 
name of his son’s tragic friend.

Competition 
Trivial pursuits  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 32…bxc5

White to play, position after 53…Ke7-e6
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