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LIFE

		  Across
3	 With audit team, I’ve 

reassessed weariness 
of life (7,5)

	10	 French studio had 
remainer? (7)

	13	 Admitted Church pupil 
initially played outside (8)

	16	 Bait ram that is held  
inside (5)

	18	 Dutch island, an 
impediment to 
America (5)

	22	 Young boy lurking in 
Portadown (3)

	24	 Bits of Whitechapel ham 
salad sandwiches (7)

	26	 Detective force surround 
‘Blinder’? (7)

	28	 Worm damaging air-sacs 
(7)

	30	 Scottish ball with soul is 
something sweet (4)

	32	 Poor Muse ruined poetic 
lights (7)

	33	 Shipping order with 
special appeal (3)

	35	 Energy company left in 
the middle (9)

	37	 Broadcast of races bristles 
(5)

	40	 Stores stop short pay (8)
	41	 Car sickness in Paris is 

negligible (7)
	42	 Cure-all basin one 

advanced (7)
	43	 Dish locally eaten in the 

manner of a pike (12)

		  Down
1	 Small soldier said to keep 

watch for boxer, say (12)
2	 United sing over French 

artist (7)

4	 Thriller perhaps, nearly 
everyone behind (5)

5	 For fairness, clemency 
limits follow judge 
discounting rule (7)

6	 Addict’s trick cycling (4)
7	 Endlessly energetic girl 

holds good light source 
(4,5)

8	 It’s still found in the finer 
things (5)

	12	 Non-combatants, perhaps, 
crashed Renaults (8)

	14	 Jack’s chart is 
preposterous (3)

	15	 Economic programme 
damage will aim for (8,4)

	20	 Complete line of battle  
in advance (7)

	21	 Check cell in ancient city 
(8)

	23	 Affected moods seem to 
produce thick skin? (9)

	29	 Poet’s to beg for his local 
to stand a drink (7)

	36	 Islamic poet turns party 
with personal life-force (5)

	38	 Decline the chase of  
a whale (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
22 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2719, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2719: What’s in 
a name?  
by Madrigal 

They think it’s all authentic, though
I’ve made up lots.

But now I have to slake my drouth
For betterment, and move down south,
Where it’s less cool.
I think perhaps I’ll try Bournemouth
Or maybe Poole.
Brian Murdoch/Robert Burns

I don’t remember Adlestrop
And why? For I was never there,
Aware that rural idylls sell
I used the railway map, I fear.

I found that lines on willow-herb
And meadowsweet, when written down
Would satisfy my readers, while
I never ventured out of town.

Yes, London’s where I like to be,
A sideline helps to make ends meet,
I run a high-class massage place
Discreetly housed in Jermyn Street.

I’ve never heard a blackbird sing,
I praise the sound with hollow words,
And Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire?
Enough, I’ll leave them to the birds.
Sylvia Fairley/Edward Thomas

I watched his inspiration burn,
I watched it through that autumn night,
I saw, thus fired, his genius turn
From red to gold to searing white,
And well I knew that when it came,
The lucid tenor of the day
Would loose three hundred line, aflame,
To scald my lesser works away

And so a mariner I found,
A Porlock man, who’d left the seas,
Paid him to call and wait around
And talk of bills and tithes and fees;
Poor Sam – he keenly felt that loss,
Just fifty lines – a codicil;
Yet still he has his albatross,
And I still have my daffodils.
Nick Syrett/William Wordsworth

My Lady, let me now confess
A wrong for which I make redress
Since sadly, if the truth be told,
’Twas I who was more coy than bold.
Had I the choice, I would be chaste,
Yet, urged by thee to act in haste,
Thou bade me satisfy thy need
By acting with unseemly speed.
Time’s wingèd chariot hurrying near
Filled thee, not me, with dread and fear,
I chose to tarry, unlike thee
Whose lust demanded urgency.
But, thinking men might deem me lame
And wanting not to suffer shame,
I claimed thy coyness were a crime
When I, not thee, didst play for time.
Alan Millard/Andrew Marvell

NO. 3418: TRIVIAL PURSUITS

You are invited to provide a pompous leading 
article on a trivial subject (150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 24 September.

SOLUTION TO 2716: CLUELESSNESS

Eight entries possess ‘titular properties’ in two ways. 
First, they are unclued! Second, they, as per the title 
CLUE.LESS.NESS, can all be divided into three-
word charades: COMP.UTERI.SING, TRIST.RAMS.
HANDY, SCRUB.BING.BOARD, ENIGMA.TIC.
ALLY, BLESS.THIS.HOUSE, SEVER.ALF.OLD, 
GRAVE.YARD.SHIFT and DISC.OUR.SING.

First prize Leslie Verth, Newton Mearns, Glasgow 
Runners-up J.E. Green, St Albans, Herts;
Sue Pounder, Ashton under Lyne, Greater Manchester

Name 	

Address 

The unclued lights (including 
one pair) form three groups, each 
linked to thematic keywords in 
different ways. 
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