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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Pack slung across river 

boat (5)
	10	 Trounce principal predator 

(10)
	11	 Cover plate at last with 

prawn salad (6)
	12	 Brother caught in evil 

turning saint (7)
	14	 French tuck into frog, all I 

cooked (6)
	16	 European medic 

overturned conventional 
standards (4)

	17	 Let oneself down, as 
muscles relax? (6)

	22	 Weaken worship, delaying 
verse (8)

	25	 Sleeps around the whole 
time (4)

	26	 Such a war returns 
beneficial result? Not one 
(4)

	28	 Amenable to parking car 
(4-3)

	30	 Ceased to fancy Pip’s 
jacket (4,4)

	34	 Lion for one, old, not seen 
so much around (6)

	35	 Himalayan goat’s teeth are 
ground down (4)

	36	 Summon setter back for 
medicine (6)

	38	 Toad’s way with pig (4,3)
	39	 One blooming talking 

newspaper article (6)
	40	 About to drive away in 

safe toy (10)

		  Down
1	 Reference work so 

keeping a user confused 
(9)

2	 Princess ruled India? (4)

4	 Browsers give mischief, 
sad to relate (7)

5	 Staple dinner that is 
followed by another (6,4)

6	 Functions involving 
personnel in holy places 
(7)

7	 Farm provides portion of 
income essentially (5)

8	 Regularly coax an idiot 
suffering chemical 
reaction (9)

9	 Prophet’s endless years in 
leisurely walk (5)

	13	 Gallery with chain-link 
fencing for housing areas 
(7)

	18	 Girl’s turn to avoid lip 
gloss (10)

	20	 Taking the long view, bad 
hotel keeps record closed 
(9)

	23	 To clean up soiled rag, put 
in river (9)

	27	 Old island’s shape has no 
appeal (7)

	29	 Stone urn’s dreadful 
contents hauled up (7)

	31	 Joseph’s mum has 
discomfort in both hands 
(6)

	32	 Cut grass in long narrow 
area, almost miles (5)

	33	 No aspiration to set some 
of Bard’s scenes here? (5)

	37	 Of old know card game, 
not hard (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
29 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2720, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2720:  
Black and white 
by Fieldfare

magic now. As if to prove the point, the Coldstream 
file came suddenly, miraculously, to hand. That 
face, Frownish marvelled, those particulars! The
telephone rang. It was Coldstream, inevitably. Well, 
Frownish reasoned, Queen Uthraselm would have
to have magicked the original agent off somewhere.
Adrian Fry (Romantasy/espionage)

‘You having a giraffe? I’ve got two indecent assaults 
to investigate, and you want me to look at what?’

Inspector Janet Muge was not a happy woman. 
Constable Harrington could see that. ‘He’s in for 
possession of a bladed article, ma’am. He won’t let
go of the article. He’s asking for you specifically.’

In cell three sat a man, flamboyantly attired and
unnaturally handsome, carrying a mighty broad-
sword. As Janet entered, he knelt, holding his broad-
sword upright, reverently, like a cross. Sonorously, 
he spoke: ‘Cheddahorn am I, pilgrim from the past, 
from a troubled century. For thou art Janet, descend-
ant of the Queens of Heckmondwike. Return with 
me to times of yore, where thou art needed, for thou 
art a strong woman. Moreover, humbly I beg thine
hand in marriage.’ Janet’s entire being thrilled to his 
words, but professionalism reasserted itself. 

‘You having a giraffe?’ she asked.
George Simmers (police procedural/romantasy)

I lay, helplessly undone, ticker beating like a dement-
ed egg whisk, as the flame-haired temptress towered 
over me and revealed, beneath her elegant costume, 
a pair of beating wings and a scaly tail. ‘You’re mine 
now, Wooster!’ she hissed in a voice far removed 
from the simpering popsicle who’d earlier declared 
in the bar how she simply adored English gentlemen. 
Her wide-open mouth revealed teeth more honed than 
my razor of a morning. She snarled; ‘You’ll make
a fine addition to my menagerie!’ At that moment, 
the bedroom door quietly opened, and a jet of soda 
sprayed the unwholesome scene, turning the scream-
ing harridan to steamy vapour. Jeeves, imperturba-
ble as ever, assisted me with changing into freshly
pressed evening wear. ‘Those rather disturbing crea-
tures cannot abide soda water. I would advise a little 
more caution as to whom you invite upstairs in this 
particular locale. Your usual refreshment, sir?’ 
Martin Brown

‘My name is Wand. James Wand.’ Just the sound of
his stridulations was enough to make me go weak
in all of my knees. ‘How may I assist you?’ I sim-
pered. He was palpsome beyond my wildest dreams. 
Licensed to spell, and that famous wand was prodi-
gious. Magical. Already I wanted his larvae.

‘All in good time,’ he buzzed softly, flexing his 
middle legs suggestively and shamelessly ogling my 
ovipositor. ‘Business before pleasure. First, tell me
about Jadewing, and his plans for world domination.’

‘Seeding clouds with insecticide,’ I improvised. 
‘You need to destroy his base on Sulawesi. But never
mind that…’ I pulled him to me, and gave him a blast
of the artificially enhanced pheromones Jadew-
ing had developed. Immediately his body tensed in  
all the right places, and his resistance evaporated 
entirely. His magic wand pulsed. Rapture! 

Then unfortunately I forgot my orders and absent-
mindedly bit his head off.
Bob Newman

NO. 3419: WHAT DAY IS IT?

4 October is National Vodka Day. You are
invited to submit a poem to mark this or anoth-
er spurious designated day, actual or invented 
(16 lines max). Please email entries to compe-
tition@spectator.co.uk by 24 September.

SOLUTION TO 2717: WITH MY LITTLE EYE 

In Ian Fleming’s DR NO (35D) JAMES BOND (21D) orders 
a MEDIUM VODKA (20A, 29D) DRY MARTINI (7A, 13A),
SHAKEN (12D) and NOT STIRRED (19D)

First prize Valerie Fish, Whittlesey, Cambs 
Runners-up Paul Billington, Blackburn, Lancashire;
Mike Carter, Kirkby Overblow, Harrogate

Name 	

Address 

The unclued lights can all fol-
low the same word, which is 
hidden in the grid and should 
be shaded. (Two of the phrases 
take the definite article.)
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