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LIFE

		  Across
	12	 German novelist from 

the Wiesbaden area (5)
	14	 Single within the 

boundaries of 
Headingley, dearie (5)

	16	 Moving into gear, I start 
(9)

	17	 Young ewe runs from 
two dozen (6)

	21	 Exercise wearing a piece 
of armour, but not fighting 
(2,5)

	22	 Groups of atoms in clue 
order  (6)

	25	 Devotee making an 
impression, taking that 
female in (8)

	30	 Article of faith explained 
(3)

	34	 Rocky situation? (2,6)
	36	 Spuds – mashed treats (6)
	38	 I left captain, tossing in 

sleep? (6)
	40	 Pigeon I trained producing 

undistinguished successors 
(7)

	45	 Flower-beds are the pits 
(9)

	46	 Be this girl and another (5)
	48	 Busy with wine recipe (5)
	49	 Make certain to reprimand 

getting caught out (6)

		  Down
1	 Old weight of stimulating 

tea leaves (4)
2	 NHS meal served for 

Adam Faith’s family (7)
4	 Chap’s holding old 

possessions for hauliers 
(7)

5	 Walk near the Palace 
holding a turtle-dove? (8)

9	 Alone, but sadly powerless 
(6,2)

	11	 Watch news – it’s awful: 
he saw it happen (10)

	18	 King in a French shack, 
not harmed (6)

	19	 Shilling – personnel’s 
earnings (5)

	24	 Fascinated flustered parent 
(6)

	26	 Upholders of the Christian 
word (8)

	27	 Black Country is 
featureless (5)

	28	 Crop up again and harvest 
fruit (8)

	32	 An eagle disguised old 
wine casks (7)

	39	 Range that’s popular once 
more (5)

	43	 Enthusiastic about 
religion, not keeping quiet 
(4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
6 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2721, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2721: In short 
by Doc 

A minor fault was neither here nor there.
Yet now a silent keyboard is the norm,
correcting on-screen grammar, spelling too.
Ah me! I mourn what’s lost, I’ll not conform,
I’ve no desire to visit pastures new.
Sylvia Fairley

Who recalls the humble pager
whose ambition was to hide –
pocket, backpack, desktop, handbag –
anywhere but at your side?

Sometimes dubbed a beeper/bleeper
after its annoying noise.
All it did was squawk, its few words
never one of life’s great joys.

No one loved this little workhorse
with its unromantic ways,
just designed for interrupting
private plans for lazy days.

Mobile phones brought colour, glamour;
pagers were plain black and white.
Rest in peace now, little warrior,
in the has-been’s long goodnight.
D.A. Prince

You played us in at different speeds –
Sixteen, ponderous, all spoken,
Testaments, perhaps, or creeds:
Black, shellac, and quickly broken.
Ditto for the seventy-eight,
The stylus racing to your spindle.
How fragile, though your weight was great!
Memories of you that never dwindle –
Elizabethan! Bush! Dansette!
You made us shimmy, come alive,
Lifting your lids, red leatherette.
Thirty-three and forty-five –
Cilla, Dusty; Beatles, Stones:
We loaded up your auto-changer
And stirred up all our pheromones.
Be vintage. Don’t become a stranger!
Bill Greenwell

White noise and a dementing dance of dots,
That’s all there’s left of analogue TV.
I’ve still a set and switch her on and off,
Not out of hope but just, you know, to see.

Her many programmes used to keep me glued,
Now digitised, they’re all gone from the screen.
I’ve kept her licence here, though unrenewed,
In daft salute to what it used to mean.

Blank ‘snow’ fills every channel, every day,
My mind, too, has grown blizzardy with age,
Conflating low-watt stars her cathode ray
Made household Gods with every new catchphrase.

Hard to switch off while there’s still something on.
Her screen aglow, can she be obsolete?
It makes no odds vertical hold has gone,
And horizontal; life’s chaos on repeat.
Adrian Fry

NO. 3420: VIRTUE SIGNALLING

‘The louder he talked of his honor, the faster 
we counted our spoons.’ You are invited to  
submit a poem or short story incorporating 
this sentence (150 words/16 lines maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by 1 October.

SOLUTION TO 2718: CAGED 

Each of the unclued lights contained the name of a bird 
(i.e. which was CAGED).

First prize G. MacLennan, Lancaster
Runners-up Alan Pink, Crowhurst, East Sussex
Elaine Galloway, London SE6 

Name 	

Address 

21 solutions in the grid are repre-
sented as follows: A B C d H I K 
L m N O p r s t U v W X y z. They 
have to be fitted into the grid  
jigsaw-fashion.
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