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LIFE LIFE

strategic trumps over material. exd5 Black’s 
pawns are crippled, but 18...Bxd5 was no 
better: 19 Qg4+ Kh8 20 e4 19 Qg4+ Kh8 20 
Qh5 Rg8 21 Nd4 Rg6 22 Nc6 Qe8 23 
Bxd5 Bf8 24 Qf3 Rc8 25 a3 a5 26 bxa5 
bxa5 27 Nxa5 Rxc1 28 Rxc1 Bxd5 29 
Qxd5 Bxa3 30 Rb1 Rg5 31 Qd2 Kg7 
Owing to a few inaccuracies from Caruana, 
31...Qe4! would have kept the fight alive. 32 
Nc4 Bc5 33 Qd3 Qe6 34 e3 Rh5 35 Nd2 
Rd5 36 Qe2 Qf5 37 Rc1 Bb4 38 Nf3 Qg4? 
39 Rc4 Black resigns as the Bb4 is about to 
drop. Caruana needed only a draw in the fourth 
game to wrap up the match. But his play was 
anaemic, perhaps giddy with success, and 
‘MVL’ was granted one final opportunity to 
level the scores, when both players had less 
than 15 seconds left. Saving the game meant 
Caruana became the 2025 Grand Chess Tour 
Champion, the tenth edition of the elite circuit.

Fabiano Caruana – Maxime  
Vachier-Lagrave
GCT Final: Blitz game 4. Sao Paulo, 2025

48...Qf3? 48...g5+! 49 fxg5 Nf8 threatens 
Nf8-g6+ and prevents Qd7+. The finish could 
be 50 g6 Qf3 51 Nf2 Nxg6+ 52 Kh3 f4 53 
Qd7+ Kh6 54 Ng4+ Qxg4+! 55 Kxg4 Nxe5+ 
56 Kxf4 Nxd7 and wins. 49 Qd7+ Evidently, 
MVL had intended 49...Kh6 but 50 Qxh7+! 
Kxh7 51 Ng5+ turns the tables. Kf8 50 Qd8+ 
Kf7 51 Qd7+  51 Ng5+ Nxg5 52 Qd7+ Kg8 53 
Kxg5 Qxg3+ 54 Kf6 wins, but a draw was all 
Caruana needed for match victory. Kf8 52 
Qd8+ Kf7 53 Qd7+ Kf8 54 Qd8+ Draw 
agreed

		  Across
	 7	 Equipment for Bell, Athey 

and Trescothick initially 
(3)

	13	 Male folk star’s alarming 
words (7)

	15	 Pipe valley running 
through Britain (5)

	16	 Reportedly remained 
stolid (5)

	17	 Middle of emails edited 
(6)

	18	 Nameless President has 
time on the loo (5)

	20	 Brainboxes managed to 
infiltrate spy agency (6)

	21	 Thorpe, terrified 
somewhat of safe-cracker 
(5)

	22	 Doddery, maybe, when 
dancing in Aviemore? (7)

	29	 Hanging back in disarray 
(5)

	30	 English earl touring alps 
negotiated pass (6)

	32	 Blood carrier, a kind 
heading off on ambulance 
initially (5)

	34	 The North Star gets cut in 
form of cant or slang (6)

	36	 Blemish beautiful cereals 
boxes (5)

	38	 African who gets the stick, 
having rushed around (7)

	39	 Area occupied by some 
flustered foreigners (6)

	41	 She played Amy for  
Sam in 1971 with 
Sarandon and Clooney 
(5,6)

		  Down
	 1	 Collapsed mine with folly 

marks final tribute (2,8)

	 4	 Tracing sleep maybe, and 
where to find it? (7,5)

	 5	 Fundamentalist army 
replace subhuman’s head 
with time (7)

	 6	 Second passenger aircraft 
making a lot of noise (8)

	 7	 Born to make fun of drug 
incentive (5)

	 9	 Latin law primarily 
explaining Middle Eastern 
linguistic unit (6)

	10	 Elementary book academy 
faithfully reproduced (5)

	12	 Chinwag with Blue. I left 
(6)

	14	 Random advice doled out 
for PM (5,7)

	21	 Priest’s crime taking time 
in clerical residence (9)

	23	 Fifty folk with a wage are 
beginners (8)

	24	 Pirate state with a Durer 
composition (8)

	25	 Amateur in neckwear 
raised uproar (6)

	26	 The Navy’s firmest 
supporters (3,4)

	28	 Attack the entranceway? 
(6)

	31	 Animal making dash, 
getting trapped ultimately 
(5)

	33	 Musicians content to leave 
Egypt after 31 days (5)

	35	 Pinochet drops pint here? 
(4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for  
the first correct solutions opened 
on 27 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2724, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2724:  
Word building  
by Doc

and could it be Great Uncle Humphrey, instead,
who has something silver to hide?

Oh, he may be an honest young blighter
and would never make off with the plate.
But he won’t get invited to dinner again – 
he was loud and obnoxious and late.
Helen Baty

When Nessie brought home her Nathaniel,
We thought: ‘Well at last! Here’s a winner!’
He fished and he stalked, he knew which knives 
	 and forks
To deploy when consuming his dinner;
He touched on his cavalry service, 
And his hedge fund secured in Mauritius…
Until the Old Bill cast a wintry chill,
We thought Nessie’s Nat most propitious.

Although saddened to hear of his Ponzis, 
And the silver half-inched from dragoons – 
The louder he talked of his honour,
The faster we counted our spoons –
We reflected on Nessie’s allurements,
As her wails made the Castle a hell;
So we published the bans, we rallied the clans,
And we threw in the Landseer as well.
Nick Syrett 

The louder he talked of his honour
the faster we counted our spoons,
like a priest totting up the Commandments
or Jupiter tallying his moons.

The more he announced himself honest
the quicker we fact-checked each word,
like a linesman on edge at a match point 
or a tom-cat intent on a bird.

When he came out with Latin quotations
we reached for the garlic and cross,
like the hero confronting a vampire
or a dentist instructing on floss.

But when he claimed he was the answer
we pointed the finger of shame;
like a team fighting off relegation
we united in one common aim.
D.A. Prince

The Owl and the Pussy-Cat planned to wed,
And Owl asked our firm for a quote,
He bought fine honey, flashed plenty of money,
But passed us a counterfeit note,
He called himself honest as the stars above,
With his yacht and his cool guitar,
Picked a nine-carat ring from a piggy-wig’s bling,
Filled runcibles with caviar,
He ordered rich mince, and expensive spiced quince,
In the manner of posh tycoons,
I swear the louder he talked of his honour,
The faster we counted our spoons,
When we called his bank the bird flounced off,
And the pair did a moonlight flit,
So don’t trust Owl, that inelegant fowl,
He’s a fraudulent, feathery git.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3423: BAD ADVICE

You are invited to submit a passage (150 
words maximum) about a command or sug-
gestion from literature (e.g. ‘Rage, rage 
against the dying of the light’) being taken 
too literally. Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 22 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2721: IN SHORT   

The list of 21 letters comprises abbreviations, listed  
in Chambers. 

First prize  Alan Norman, Impington, Cambridge
Runners-up Peter Chapman, Edinburgh;  
David Tatarata, London WC1N
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The momentum augured badly for Fabiano Caruana 
in the final match of the Grand Chess Tour, held in 
Sao Paulo earlier this month. In the first classical 
game against Maxime Vachier-Lagrave he blew a 
chance to take a commanding lead in the match, 
since wins in those slow games were weighted more 
than the subsequent rapid and blitz games (3:2:1 
respectively). Worse still, he went on to lose one of 
the rapid games, leaving him needing a 3-1 victory 
in the blitz just to tie the match.

Caruana explained after the match how he 
managed to keep his hopes alive. ‘If you think 
about it as having to win one game, and then it 
looks like you just lost one game in blitz, then 
that’s not too bad.’ One foot in front of the other, 
as they say. Caruana managed to alchemise that 
thought into three consecutive victories. In the 
second of those, he spotted a neat tactical shot.

Fabiano Caruana – Maxime  
Vachier-Lagrave
GCT Final: Blitz game 2. Sao Paulo, 2025 

16 b4! Ne4 Vachier-Lagrave must have been 
counting on this response, since after 17 Nxe4 
Qxc2 18 Nxf6+ Bxf6 19 Rxc2 Be4 the bishop pair 
offer good play for the pawn. 17 Nd5! Beautiful, 
since after 17...Qxc2 the intermezzo 18 Nxe7+ 
Kg7 19 Rxc2 leaves White a piece up. Qd8 18 
Qxe4 18 Nxf6+ also wins, but Caruana chooses 

For Competition 3420 you were invited to 
submit a poem or short story incorporating 
that sentence of Emerson’s: ‘The louder he 
talked of his honor, the faster we counted our 
spoons.’ Dr Johnson may have been the first 
to mention spoon counting, saying (accord-
ing to Boswell) that ‘if he does really think 
that there is no distinction between virtue and 
vice, why, Sir, when he leaves our houses, 
let us count our spoons’. In a large and very 
good entry, in which poetry prevailed, Alex 
Steelsmith, J.C.H. Mounsey, Tracy Davidson, 
Frank McDonald, Brian Murdoch, Adrian Fry, 
Sylvia Fairley and a few others missed out by 
a whisker. Those below win the £25 vouchers.

The louder he talked of his honor,
The faster we counted our spoons,
For fear the Crown Jewels were a goner,
Along with the royal spittoons.

We checked every glass, every chalice,
Every cup, every bowl, every plate;
The tiara was switched at the Palace
When we found he’d be sat next to Kate.

He gabbed and he bragged of the Art of the Deal,
And he bored the poor pants off the King,
And we scanned and we frisked him right after 
	 the meal
In case he’d made off with the bling.

But the Special Relationship’s still going strong,
Because this MAGA blagger’s a charmer;
He’s a true man of honor, so what could go wrong
If he says he’s best mates with Keir Starmer?
David Silverman

To prepare for the cutlery wars
We learned to wield silverware well,
We marshalled all spoons to our cause
And ground our knives sharper than hell –
Then with forks launched a three-pronged attack.
We rashly marched in for the kill,
But our enemies, too, had the knack:
They could slash, prick and scoop with great skill,
And were equally willing and able.
The white napkins of parley were waved,
And our generals brought truce to the table.
For decades both sides have behaved,
Then our leader, a braggart and conner,
Called our enemies clowns and buffoons.
The louder he talked of his honour,
The faster we counted our spoons.
Matt Quinn

The louder he talked of his honor,
the faster we counted our spoons.
He won’t get invited to dinner again
if we fear he’ll abscond with the jewels.

Should we be searching his pockets?
Or look at his trousers askance?
Is the butter knife tucked in his sock, do you think,
or the candlestick stuck down his pants?

Perhaps he’s just socially clumsy
to boast of himself with such pride,

PUZZLE NO. 871

White to play. Cmiel – Leitner, European Senior 
(50+) Championship, October 2025. The situa-
tion looks hopeless, but White found a brilliant 
counterattack. Which move did he play? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 13 
October. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Bh3! After 1...Kd5  
or 1...Kd6 2 Qe6#, or 1...Kf6 2 Qg7# or 1...c4  
2 Qd4#
Last week’s winner Chris McSheehy, Hook

Chess 
Down to the wire  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights can be 
arranged to grow from 3 to 11 
letters in length, each being an 
anagram of its predecessor and 
an extra letter.

Competition 
Virtue-signalling  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 15...Bd6-e7

rdwdw4kd
db1wgpdp
p0wdp0wd
dwhwdwdw
wdwdwdwd
dwHwdN)w
P)QdP)B)
dw$RdwIw

wdwGwdwd
dwdRdwdp
wdwdwdni
0Pdw0wdw
wdPdndwd
)wdw)w1P
wdwdw4Pd
dwdQdwIw

Black to play, position after 48 Kg4-h4

wdwdwdwd
dwdwdwin
wdwdpdpd
dwdw)pdw
pdwdw)wI
dwdwdw)N
w)w!wdwd
dwdwdwdq


