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LIFE

		  Across
4	 Media broadcast about 

12 that’s cheap and 
practically useless 
(1,4,1,5)

	11	 Letters being sent to 
distant branch (7)

	12	 Medium range paintings 
(6)

	13	 Passing nurse in van (9)
	14	 Join princess having kiss 

(5)
	21	 Roman numeral from 

cross against heads of 
two icons (4)

	23	 Having abandoned shelter, 
Loch Ness Monster 
shocked army personnel 
(3-4)

	24	 A new version of Black 
Beauty? (4)

	25	 Delight with visit, 
providing that money, 
finally (7)

	30	 Sportsman’s call angered 
doctor (2,5)

	31	 Assumed name I omitted, 
sadly (4)

	32	 On the soapbox, receiving 
no stars? (7)

	34	 Rattle outside – rattle 
from inside (4)

	35	 Cooked a cod. It is for 
Indian bandits (7)

	41	 He painted lines without 
a permit (9)

	42	 Country fellow’s gossip (6)
	43	 Female has lived on  

illicit liquor (7)

		  Down
1	 Some PC parent on the 

committee (6,5)
2	 Show of respect is short on 

the fringes of society (6)

3	 A frightening beginning 
(5)

5	 Some escudos – hush-
money (4)

6	 River emergency – 
councillor’s resigned (4)

7	 Founder of ski-travel 
company turning 34 
now (4,3)

8	 Believer in good and ill 
suggests fighter (7)

	10	 Mournful key member 
CIA outed (7)

	17	 Country from Central 
Europe. That’s madness! 
(7)

	20	 Imply there isn’t a 
conflagration (7)

	27	 Austrian skier is heard 
to cry (7)

	28	 Stop state instruction (7)
	29	 Village on Arran has  

mall rebuilt (7)
	33	 Art gallery in opposite 

directions on New York 
island (6)

	38	 Strike secures hard money 
in Asia (4)

	39	 Guinness, say, or another 
tipple on edge of counter 
(4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
17 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2727, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2727: On track 
by Doc

proud moment for me. A dream come true. I wanna 
thank my team – we did it, guys! And the crowd – I 
wanna thank all you guys for your support…’ Then 
he signed autographs, chatted to fans, posed for self-
ies. Finally leaving the court, he gave a knowing
nod and smile to the inscription above the players’ 
entrance: ‘If you can meet with triumph and disas-
ter, and treat those two impostors just the same…’ 
David Silverman

Dear Mr Gunn, Whilst I do not normally take
advice from the biking fraternity, I was much struck 
by your exhortatory line One is always nearer by
not keeping still. I have endeavoured to put this into
practice. Although you do not specify the move-
ment of a leg or legs, I believe you have these in
mind, since I have experimented with the head and 
arms, and find that the resultant nodding and (for
instance) flailing have not advanced me even slight-
ly towards a different destination. But here is the 
problem. If I take a step, and the point of the com-
pass seems immaterial, I am frequently not so much 
nearer as further away. I find for the most part that I 
might have been better remaining still. However, I 
will persevere and have also been considering your 
snail. Like him, I feel sure I may get there one day.
Bill Greenwell

Edmund Cork, literary agent to Agatha Christie,
knew something was amiss when she informed 
him, all evangelical zeal, that her latest whodunnit
followed Emily Dickinson’s dictum ‘Tell all the
truth but tell it slant.’ This meant, Cork found, the
abandonment of all readerly comforts – tea and
cake at St Mary Mead, that conceited little Belgian 
– in favour of realistic police procedural. A team of
indistinguishably raincoated CID officers investi-
gating a raft of similar cases solved the motiveless
murder of a man outside a Wolverhampton public
house, the culprit’s guilt immediately and logically
established by a surfeit of the victim’s blood on his
hands. Her tale, Christie insisted, contained ‘all the
truth’ about murder. Cork, who felt the story read
as uninspired pastiche of crime journalism, may yet 
have championed his golden goose author’s bad egg
had she not demanded her text be italicised through-
out to produce the ‘slant’ Dickinson prescribed. 
Adrian Fry

Summing up, Counsel for the Defence begged the 
Bench to accept that the regrettable incidents just 
described in unforgiving detail, were not the results 
of casual negligence. Indeed not. The defendant 
had long cleaved to the Poet Frost and hence always 
took the road less travelled by. The juxtaposition of 
this inclination with his career as a long-distance 
lorry driver had proved problematic, and Counsel 
acknowledged that the defendant’s eventual accept-
ance of the management of the 770 horsepower Sca-
nia R770S ten-wheel articulated lorry had proved
injudicious. Nevertheless, temporary inconven-
ience should be set against poetic vindication: to the 
inhabitants of Stoke Disstantt, and to the Haywain
Public House, the St Martha’s lychgate, the 11 vehi-
cles and their occupants in hedges and ditches, the 
structure formerly described as End Row Cottage, 
and Mr Bartholomew’s slurry pit, the events of 12 
July had indeed made all the difference. 
Nick Syrett

NO. 3426: HERE AND THERE

Place names have been a recent theme in The
Spectator (see Notes, p9). You are invited to 
compose a poem mentioning some (16 lines 
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 12 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2724: WORD BUILDING

The WORD-BUILDING series is: eat (40A), tare (8D), cater
(37A), recant (11A), certain (27A), canister (2D), nectaries 
(3D), transience (19D), incinerates (1A). 

First prize Christine Rees, Cowlinge, Suffolk
Runners-up Mark Humble, Beercrocombe, Taunton; 
Graham Westmore, Sibsey, Lincs

Name 	

Address 

The unclued lights, one of two 
words, entered individually or 
as two pairs, are of a kind.
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