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LIFE

		  Across
	12	 Finally, favourite 

coastal town gets special 
treatment (3,6)

	13	 Seafront apartment 
housing readily  
available (2,3)

	15	 Conductor is in Costa 
in confusion (9)

	16	 Get comfortable in 
finest Levis! (6)

	20	 Shell-like gold relic 
smashed (7)

	21	 Could be made in 
reverse? (6)

	22	 Passionate time following 
Forest (6)

	26	 Openings of the best 
satirical poetry in little 
volume (4)

	27	 Pull to the left in 
Winnebago (3)

	29	 One of these? (4)
	32	 Dominic’s ending former 

right to work (8)
	34	 Aim in German for 

distinction in grammar (6)
	35	 Canoes sunk here? (6)
	37	 Looking for moving trains 

– not Southern! (7)
	39	 Plant against illuminated 

fences (6)
	42	 Fabulous Riviera’s holding 

large contests (9)
	43	 Time of enchantment (5)
	44	 A lot of cider and some 

beer is on the side (5,4)
	45	 Some blokes say silly 

things in writing (6)
	46	 ‘Steer with feet’ 

occasionally advisory for 
cyclist! (6)

		  Down
1	 Make endless cereal (4)
2	 Swot up again on 

Shakespearean king and 
knight (7)

3	 Likelihood of ten in the 
end? (4)

4	 Charlie exhausted by golf 
career (7)

5	 ‘Perfect’ pickle not so 
great (8)

6	 Ship returning without 
Zoe? (6)

8	 Way travelled by boat I 
hear? (4)

9	 Argument about drunk 
returning shoe (8)

	11	 Plant weird arrangement in 
display (10)

	17	 In case of emergency, get 
something to reduce 
swelling (3,3)

	18	 Wipe nose with a broken 
arm (9)

	19	 Dull series of lectures in 
building protection (4,6)

	23	 Romeo overwhelmed by 
this tense desire (6)

	25	 Running nuns veer into 
cows (8)

	30	 Atop Etna, memorial bears 
term of endearment (3,4)

	31	 Easy to read, like 
outrageous libel cases (7)

	33	 ‘Their’ mis-spelt over one 
hundred and three times 
(6)

	38	 Supporter of Arsenal, 
extremely, extremely lucky 
(4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2723, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2723: Not like us  
by Fire

its charms – that is, if made the Scottish way
with three parts water, oats, a pinch of salt.
Our hero, Rabbie Burns, enjoyed his oats,
what’s more he sowed some wild ones for good 

measure,
but every morning, read it in his notes,
’twas porridge fortified our national treasure.
The Sassenachs contaminate the dish
by adding fruit and nuts and raisins, too
then honey, sugar, anything they wish
to mask the real taste, the perfect brew.
It’s rich and creamy, flavoursome and hot,
the fibre keeps cholesterol at bay,
we stir it with a spurtle in the pot –
Yes, every day should be a Porridge Day!
Sylvia Fairley

It’s National Nothing’s Happening Day,
A day for everyone,
Make sure you do not get involved,
Do not join in the fun!

Of all the days throughout the year,
I think this is the best,
There’s nothing going on at all,
So you can have a rest.

The day will not be marked 
By celebrations in the town,
They won’t be starting at midday,
Make sure you don’t come down.

There won’t be anything to do,
Or anywhere to go,
It’s National Nothing’s Happening Day,
Will something happen? No!
John Dredge 

To celebrate National Poetry Day coinciding with 
both Fungus Day and National Back Pain Day 
This morning on the lawn, a fairy ring of 

villanelles.
In clusters under hedges sprout great fleshy white 

rondels.
For breakfast, supermarket odes (of even size) on 

toast.
Radio 4 has ‘Fungus Please!’ A special long edition
Begins with Shakespeare’s famous lichen number 

ninety-four.
An enigmatic sequence of shiitake sets me 

musing…
Serenely a mycelium loiters till the time is ripe,
Then patient threads it looses to the surface 

smoothly swell
To sonnets big as dinner plates that take over the 

meadow.
But beware! The French bref double, which they’re 

easily confused with,
Is sometimes anapaestic to the young, or old and 

frail.
We’d learn to spot the toadstools and pick poems 

we could stomach
If it were more than once a year, but as it is, for 

many, 
Such poetic puffball mornings aggravate the old 

lumbago.
Bob Newman

NO. 3422: TIMESHIFT

You are invited to submit a poem or passage 
on the theme of ‘daylight saving’ (16 lines or 
150 words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 15 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2720: BLACK AND WHITE 

Unclued lights all follow MAGIC. (41A MOUNTAIN and 
42A FLUTE should be preceded by ‘The’).

First prize Ronnie Hind, Llandygwydd, Cardigan
Runners-up Deirdre Hartz, Medstead, Hampshire;
Stephen Rice, London SW1

Name 	

Address 

Five pairs of unclued lights are 
similarly linked.
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