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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Cushions lacking covers 

in many cases (5)
6	 A postscript in court case 

with three recesses (8)
	14	 Druggie runs to the back 

in deceptive manoeuvre 
(4)

	15	 Declares bananas changed 
size (8)

	17	 Program united 
international military 
defensive support (5)

	21	 Song in favour of cage 
for birds (11)

	24	 Alternately sulky and 
sneaky (3)

	26	 Thugs regularly 
absconding with very 
large truck (3)

	28	 Reportedly chivalrous at 
the end of each day (7)

	29	 British cooking guru 
tucked into French onion 
braised in red wine (11)

	33	 English queen’s 
revolutionary laxative (5)

	34	 Hamlet’s old friend’s 
ignoring rider’s initial 
hunting cry (6)

	35	 Dried at first, then 
overflowed and spilled 
out (8)

	37	 Component of aluminium 
car (4)

	38	 Souls come to be tortured 
in Roman amphitheatre (9)

	39	 First impression of ruined 
Aleppo fort (5,5)

	40	 Religious festivals 
completely numb the 
senses, we hear (4,4)

	41	 Nancy’s one swan let 
loose (5)

		  Down
1	 Fire beyond mountains 

south of Forth (8)
2	 Soon prefer different 

overseer (10)
3	 Drinks case of tolerable 

Asti, half-cut (4)
4	 Fungus extremely effortful 

amateur removed from 
football trophy (3,3)

5	 Male visitor cycling round 
operational ploughs in 
cotton fields (4,7)

7	 Prepares dough (7)
8	 Musketeer’s mount (5)
9	 War artist’s exclamation 

of disgust, burying bones 
(4,4)

	10	 Whisper of usurers at 
Barking (9)

	11	 Sailors entering field in 
Slough, near Argos (5)

	18	 Peeled local South 
American tuber (3)

	20	 Malta unit mobilised early 
in the day (9)

	23	 Insatiability of Victor and 
Oscar, rude about sex (8)

	25	 Some fussy, sad, minor IT 
expert (8)

	28	 Try supporting Macmillan 
at last, or Oxfam? (3)

	31	 Bodily fluid largely drained 
by postgraduate (5)

	32	 Hit high, edge finally 
caught by slip (5)

	36	 Jump of English ace 
breaking record (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
10 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2726, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2726 : Two 
against one  
by La Jerezana

Indeed, there is a war of words
Among the naff who care.
To me it’s strictly for the birds,
A nugatory affair.

Britain had double summer time
During the war. So what?
Franklin’s involved, swear some, though I’m
With those who suspect not.

I feel no difference, none at all,
Between March and October,
The blooming springtime and the fall,
Since I am never sober. 
Basil Ransome-Davies

In October, when clocks do their backwards thing,
Most of us get the point of what it’s for,
Accepting it without much grumbling –
But how to explain it to a labrador?
A labrador’s well-tuned internal clock
Is most exact at mealtimes. Half-past five,
His nose will thump your knee, to say: ‘Old Cock,
Have you remembered that I’m still alive,
And dogs need dinner?’ There is no use saying:
‘The BBC says it’s just half-past four.’
His deep brown eyes accuse you of betraying
The man/dog contract; silent, they implore
You never to forget dogs need their food,
Delivered with precise exactitude.
(But oddly enough, I’ve found that in the spring
He’ll accept an earlier meal, unquestioning.)
George Simmers

The clocks ‘go back’ and here’s the magic hour
at 2 a.m. when every screen resets –
one hour’s re-run, and Father Time has power
to wipe some sixty minutes of regrets.
Not what it’s for, of course. Our small hours’ ache
for all the good not done is nothing more
than poet’s whimsy. Sixty minutes make
another desperate must-do household chore.

The grandfather, wound once a week, can’t move
its hands all by itself, ditto those clocks,
relics of times stuck in the wind-up groove,
that meant our hours and minutes were approx
and set by hand. Get the stepladder out. 
Dust down the wall clock: check you’ve set the chime.
Don’t dwell on philosophic whys, or doubt
these reasons for conforming: just keep time. 
D.A. Prince

Gather ye daylight while ye may,
Adjust the clocks to save it,
Despite cross cows and jet-lag yawns,
We prize, protect and crave it.
With longer light from heaven’s lamp
More exercise we’re getting,
Conserving energy, spending cash,
More fun, more tans, more sweating.
No longer fear the heat of the sun,
As precious rays we stymie,
Our hours are stretched like Doctor Who’s,
Spaced out and timey-wimey –
The zones don’t match, our rhythm’s lost,
Then winter chills come creeping,
Change back the clocks, and seize the day,
Rugged up and mostly sleeping.
Janine Beacham 

NO. 3425: A LETTER FROM JANE

It has been suggested that Jane Austen’s sis-
ter Cassandra saved the novelist’s reputation 
by burning most of her letters. You are invited 
to ‘find’ one that escaped the bonfire (150 
words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 5 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2723: NOT LIKE US 

Unclued lights are pairs of words as referred to in the UK  
and US: 1A/28, 10/26D, 14/40, 24/41 and 36/7. 

First prize Jeremiah Carter, Cambridge
Runners-up Geoffrey Goddard, Hastingwood, Essex;
Lucy Robinson, Oxford

Name 	

Address 

Eight unclued entries include 
the names of an event and six 
who took part, and a memo-
rial to one of them.
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