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LIFE

		  Across
	11	 Most excellent expert 

admitting: ‘Everyone can 
be beaten!’ (9)

	12	 Left centre of Kyoto for 
coastal city (5)

	13	 Game playing isn’t tenable 
(5,6)

	14	 My elderly grandma 
always danced the leads 
(4)

	18	 Dish of noodles King 
and I tucked into (7)

	19	 Recalled old letter about 
a minute charm (7)

	23	 Rowing over a piece of 
jewellery (6)

	24	 Dramatic hurricane masks 
sound of birds (5)

	27	 Turned up old brooch (5)
	29	 Famous sisters of Eleanor, 

possibly having lots of 
tea? (6)

	31	 In a sly manner, crook 
left yard (6)

	34	 Occasion to eat, eat! (7)
	35	 I’d made ornate small 

crowns (7)
	38	 I said yes! (3)
	39	 Essentially free and in 

control (4)
	40	 Alarmist anger comes in 

chaos before resistance 
(11)

	42	 Environmental credentials 
of inexperienced Head (9)

	43	 Lovers’ special little 
means of expression (11)

		  Down
1	 Pretend to be pirate with 

some nausea initially at 
sea (11)

3	 Aluminium foil in caramel 
apple-pie (3-8)

5	 Mark is heartbroken 
having lost leads in two 
boat races outright (7)

7	 You and I in sleigh, veered 
off course (6)

8	 Outside broadcast of piano 
recital – parts 1 and 2 (4-3)

	 9	 1/4 ton horse (4)
	10	 Alien coming down then 

returning, having adopted 
quite bad manners (9)

	15	 Held up in eco resort (2,3)
	16	 Worked for nothing 

restoring unloved tree (11)
	17	 Simplicity in painting 

without directions (11)
	20	 Animal treated with 

sincere respect was 
accorded boundless 
movement (6,3)

	21	 So ill, reportedly (3)
	25	 Many people abhor 

deceitful content (5)
	28	 Food? In general, I’m 

enthusiastic (7)
	30	 Interim ruler getting taste 

of authority causes a 
reaction (7)

	36	 Poorly lit back street in 
the centre (5)

	37	 Cheese, salt, water: no end 
to provision (4)

A first prize of a £30 John 
Lewis voucher and two runners-
up prizes of £20 vouchers for 
the first correct solutions opened 
on  24 November. Please scan 
or photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2728, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2728: Friends 
and relations  
by Fire

lowed again, the punchline of his joke. A manifestly  
confused nun in the crowd was heard to mutter sav-
agely: ‘It’s a con, man.’ 
George Simmers

Tom attempted to manipulate his mother by con-
vincing her that he was too ill for school, but despite 
all of his pleadings he failed. Back at school, after 
drinking many glasses of what he claimed was 
contaminated water, he went to the school nurse 
complaining of tummy pains. Rugby was a great 
school full of manly young lads. Why, the nurse 
wondered, did Tom find the place so contempti-
ble? But Tom, pretending to writhe in pain, even-
tually managed to convey that he was manifestly 
ill. She considered all manner of possible causes 
but, taken in by his plausible performance of some-
one in dire distress, she concluded that he must be 
unwell and should be sent home. ‘Oh dear, Thomas 
Arnold,’ sighed his mother as Tom sank into his 
favourite armchair, ‘do you think you are really 
suited to being a headmaster?’
Alan Millard

Conor Manley had never believed in writer’s block, 
being convinced that it was manifestly a fiction 
employed by the lazy and untalented. But even he, 
once shortlisted for the Man Booker, had to confess 
that, despite sticking manfully to it, he was blocked. 
Then, serendipitously, he noticed in his magazine 
of choice a little writing contest. Contemplating an 
entry in keeping with the magazine’s gravitas, he 
thought possibly a story about a mythical creature, 
an Incan coniraya, perhaps, or a manticore, would 
fit the bill. But the page stayed stubbornly empty. 
Inspiration supplanted serendipity when he realised 
that the task comprised manifold elements of an  
AI prompt: form, structure, and parameters. His 
typed instruction was followed moments later by 
a story that conformed to the competition’s word 
limit, and included the requisite 12 words (‘Man’ not 
counting), even if the mythical creatures seemed 
somewhat shoehorned in. Nevertheless, thought 
the writer, it’ll do.
Simon Godziek

We were in complete accord. Playing his manser-
vant, I kept discreet watch whilst serving the cham-
pagne and punch, giving my confederate covert 
assistance against the other contestants at the green 
table. If, for instance, I dusted a chair, it signified 
a contender strong in diamonds; if I raised an eye-
brow, the man held aces; if I said ‘A condiment, 
my lord?’ hearts were meant; if ‘Wine or punch?’, 
clubs. If I blew my nose – well, so on.

Our contrivance remained undiscovered, our 
method a masterpiece of manipulation. Our only 
minor contention was my faith – my conscience 
troubling me, though manufacturing mirth in him.

Half a century later, on his deathbed, nearly 
blind, the legend confounded his family by sending 
for a priest.

I arrived in time. His face manifested pain. He 
managed a whisper: ‘I have a confession…’

‘Preserve your strength, Your Grace,’ said I.  
‘I know it.’
Ralph Goldswain

NO. 3427: LINES OF BEAUTY

You are invited to write a paean on a place  
traditionally considered to be ugly. Please 
email entries of up to 16 lines to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 19 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2725: TANDEMONIUM? 

The eight unclued lights comprise four symmetrically placed 
‘cycling pairs’, as cryptically hinted at by the title.

First prize Abi Williams, Newton Abbot 
Runners-up Richard Warren, Coventry;
Pam Bealby, Stockton on Tees

Name 	

Address 

Eight unclued solutions, includ-
ing a pair, are of a kind.
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