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LIFE

		  Across
1	 Faced bombs near end 

of life (7)
	11	 Museum spending 

pounds to acquire English 
works (6)

	12	 European body said to 
be a biblical tribe (7)

	14	 Losing sides destroy 
poetic inspiration (5)

	15	 First person on chimney 
reaching heavens (5)

	16	 Shrewd to hide roubles in 
crevice (6)

	17	 Mum unfortunately sent 
back spicy paste (6)

	18	 In which to deliver good 
wine? (7,3)

	20	 Given day off, study 
papers for research (7)

	23	 In sleeper perhaps women 
used to wear these (9)

	26	 Pristine yellow filling 
cryptically suggests having 
green edges (4-5)

	30	 Land collapsing into sea (7)
	33	 People’s offering party 

refused (6)
	36	 Ace, one taking a bow, 

stripped for dressing (5)
	37	 What goes straight into the 

trash: slipper with hole in 
the back (7)

	38	 Huge duck, bony (6)
	39	 One entitled to send back 

fish and meat dish (7)

		  Down
1	 Very revolutionary, 

dividing our ticket (7)
3	 Greeting character, not 

a remarkable incident 
once (8)

5	 Adjust engine, taking 
effort to the limits through 
slippery hill (6)

6	 Struggle to speak at first, 
then talk non-stop (8)

8	 Assistant takes advantage 
of breaks (6)

9	 Left one engine off-centre 
and sluggish (8)

	13	 Neutral tone of mild 
sarcasm holding work up 
(4-4)

	19	 A Midlander once, one 
moving from another 
country (8)

	21	 Tense, modifying this rite 
for unorthodox believer (9)

	22	 Siesta ruined by live 
insects (8)

	24	 Cherish sinner: he reforms 
(8)

	25	 I wish tour halved, for no 
other reason than … 
(2,4,2)

	26	 Admit caught in sticky 
stuff in limo (4,3)

	27	 Rue damage; no room for 
panic (7)

	28	 Seaside town is stifling 
(2,4)

	29	 Get out a spike, sunk in 
the middle part of hand (6)

	30	 Let us book in alternation 
each Greek island (6)

	32	 Some overcrowded city 
visited by ambassador (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
1 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2729, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2729:  
Spelled out 
by Fieldfare

Dearest Cassandra,
It is a truth universally acknowledged by authors that 
a reader, having once completed a novel by unfold-
ing it in her imagination, believes herself entitled 
to suggest improvements. With typical kindness, 
you, the first reader of my Pride and Prejudice, 
confine yourself to making but one suggestion con-
cerning its improvement. Kinder still, you preface 
your suggestion with many generous words upon 
that part of my story – the social comedy of its 
opening third – which did meet with your always 
desired approval. I am sorry to learn that the remain-
der of my story disappointed – though Mr Darcy’s 
future as a cruel husband is clearly foreshadowed 
from his earliest appearances. At your insistence, I 
shall henceforth halt my tale at Mr Darcy’s wed-
ding to Lizzie, sparing the public, as I cannot, alas, 
now spare you, those scenes of violent marital inter-
course as I derived the utmost pleasure in devising. 
Jane� Adrian Fry

Dearest Cassy, you accuse me of making com-
ments of a low, unladylike nature. I am sure I do 
not know what you mean. Anyhow, when you ask 
about my ideal man, I imagine Mr Darcy having 
stupendous balls. They would impress the gentry, 
and all the ladies would beg for them. Bingley’s 
would be tolerable, but not handsome enough to 
tempt me. Darcy embodies Pemberley, with its 
considerable eminence, rising ground, and swelling 
streams teeming with life. He has lovely peaches, 
and his park is ten miles round. Size matters, does 
it not? If I ever married, it would be to someone I 
wanted near my Pump Room, a man who would 
gladly enter my carriage and take me to London 
and back. And who would be a great proficient at 
playing my pianoforte. Your devoted sister, Jane. 
P.S. I expect Darcy’s Bath buns are magnificent, 
too. So well risen!
Janine Beacham

My dear Cassandra,
  This brings my best wishes for your birthday on 
the 9th of this month. I wish I could be with you, 
but travel is so hazardous in January, for now we 
have ceaseless snow and rain and insufferable cold. 
However, I was able to meet with that gentleman 
who prefers to remain anonymous, bringing the fin-
ished novel with him. As you know, being a highly 
regarded young clergyman his concern is that his 
novels would be too frivolous for a man of his pro-
fession. And I am happy to accept the authorship 
and whatever remuneration he offers. He called the 
book First Impressions which in my opinion was 
somewhat uninspired. I suggested Pride and Preju-
dice, which he liked. It is pleasing to feel that I have 
contributed to the work in a small way.
  It might be wise to burn this letter, Cassandra.
Your loving Jane� Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3428: FRANKENPOEM

They Oz you up, your Mandyias.
They may not mean to, but they do.
They give you vast and trunkless legs
A sunken shattered visage too.

So begins Rose Ruane’s Larkin/Shelley mash-
up. You are invited to create a fusion of two 
poems of your choosing (16 lines maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@spectator.
co.uk by 26 November.

SOLUTION TO 2726: TWO AGAINST ONE 

The combined fleets of France and Spain met that of England 
at TRAFALGAR (13) on 21 October 1805. Vice-Admirals 
NELSON (30) in the VICTORY (27), and COLLINGWOOD 
(16dn) faced Vice-Admiral VILLENEUVE (19), in the 
BUCENTAURE (12), and Admiral GRAVINA (22). A COL-
UMN was later erected in Nelson’s honour.

First prize Jamie Thomson, Hungerford, Berks 
Runners-up Magdalena Deptula, Eton, Berks;
John Cottrell, Clifton, Bristol

Name 	

Address 

Unclued lights (one of two 
words, the others paired) at 
length have something in 
common.

comps_15 Nov 2025_The Spectator.indd   59comps_15 Nov 2025_The Spectator.indd   59 12/11/2025   11:2812/11/2025   11:28




