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LIFE

		  Across
	10	 Father Gold froze 

thematically (4)
	12	 Awkward bra stealer 

can be nicked (10)
	14	 An indefinitely large 

number of alcaics – 
not odd! (3)

	15	 OK turning west, pulled 
along and grovelled (8)

	19	 Two journalists admitting 
half the article has been 
blue-pencilled (6)

	22	 Anger cut short in pursuit 
of peace (6)

	24	 Australia’s Khawaja is 
chap from the States (5)

	26	 Metal ring for Jamaican 
musicians (5,4)

	27	 Cutting grass and tidying 
up after start of summer 
(9)

	29	 In France it is a basket 
used when playing 
jai alai (5)

	34	 Continue to exist and 
have a specific diet (4,2)

	36	 ‘I first’ is for such  
a person (7)

	39	 Clearly heading towards 
studying at university? 
(2,6)

	40	 Rod’s letter is spoken of 
(3)

	41	 Feat of chaps in disgrace 
(10)

	42	 Pity it has only four 
chapters (4)

		  Down
2	 Rebuilt gantries or frames 

in fireplaces (4,6)
3	 Removing all traces of 

time to celebrate (7)
4	 In the kirk, edgy and 

annoyed (5)

5	 Wild Picts riot, having 
such involuntary reflex 
reactions (9)

6	 Consider end of Close 
Encounters upset (6)

7	 Spoke of area of Argyll 
and Bute’s grasslands (5)

	 8	 M*A*S*H star appearing 
during formal dances (4)

9	 Without doubt, you and I 
will turn round with lady 
(4,3,5)

	11	 Sweet spinsters and lords 
and ladies ignored island 
at sea (3,5)

	13	 Most of the month with 
one American salad – 
a tragedy (6,6)

	16	 End of problems on 
German river (3)

	21	 Like some leaves moving 
all at once, absorbing 
energy (10)

	23	 State notes Rector has 
left diocese (9)

	25	 Hate Tim out with posh 
French boy (8)

	28	 Match the sink, say (7)
	32	 Hundredweight! (3)
	33	 Parish priest and little girl 

by vehicle (5)
	35	 Signs round loo (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
3 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2730, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please note the deadline is 
earlier than usual – this is 
because of the Christmas 
printing schedule.

Crossword 
2730: Herrlines 
by Doc

Or names like Charlton Mackrell
With its hint of fishy smells.
But best you never visit
Since it would be such a shame
If what you pictured in your mind
Was nothing like its name.
Alan Millard

If I should die, think only this of me:
I want nothing interred at Wounded Knee;
Chop me up and do your worst;
But please respect my wishes first.

Dispatch my parts across the land:
To Fingringhoe, perhaps a hand;
Great Snoring seems a fitting site
For a nose that foghorned through the night.

Brain to Crackpot; paunch to Beer
(Not Droop – I’d like to make that clear);
Forgive me Lord, for I have sinned:
So bury my buttocks at Brokenwind.

Then speed, bonny boat, across the sea
With everything else I used to be;
Farewell cruel world, goodbye to all that:
And bury what’s left in Orkney’s Twatt. 
Richard Warren

For thirty thousand years of man
It flowed with quiet aplomb.
Quite happily unknown to most.
Not now. It’s called The Somme.

A lot of quiet backwaters
Were happy to remain
Obscure. Columbine, Sandy Hook.
Aberfan or Dunblane.

The magic mystic orient
Has damaged placenames, too.
Hiroshima, of course. My Lai,
Or Dien-Bien-Phu.

Dylan Thomas got the point
And wisely chose to call
His story-town Llareggub:
Famous for bugger all.
Brian Murdoch

We can’t remember Adlestrop,
We lost the plot in Splatt,
Our GPS won’t work down south,
So there’s no hope of Twatt.
We passed a painful Crapstone,
Peeved in Peebles, soaked in Bath,
Dissed Diss, went nuts in Knutsford,
Battled Battle’s beaten path.
We had a ball in Rugby,
Cheesed off Cheddar, savoured Rye,
Saw Nantwich, Prestwich, Sandwich,
But we couldn’t fathom Wye.
We made haste touring Hastings,
Squeezed ourselves through Butthole Lane,
Don’t sing of happy highways, please,
We’re sodding lost again.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3429: WRITE CHRISTMAS 

You’re invited to tell the story of the nativity 
in the style of a well-known writer (150 words 
max). Please email entries to competition@ 
spectator.co.uk by 1 December. The early 
deadline is for the Christmas schedule.
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SOLUTION TO 2727: ON TRACK 

The unclued lights are F1 RACE TRACKS which include 
the pairs at 15 & 16 and 36 & 26.

First prize Christine Rees, Cowlinge, Suffolk 
Runners-up Dorothy Mulvenna, Bay Horse, Lancaster;
Richard Lawn, Coventry

Name 	

Address 

Email 	

The unclued lights, (when taken 
as an individual, three pairs and 
one trio), are of a kind, verifiable 
in Chambers (13th edition). 
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