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LIFE

		  Across
	10	 Regularly avoid man in 

exotic female attire (2,3)
	11	 Returned home within a day 

for baby’s protection (6)
	14	 Naked boozer, close to 

collapse (4)
	16	 They sharpen points less 

clumsily (10)
	17	 Instincts + body = who one 

is (8)
	20	 Buffed front of sideboard 

with polish (5)
	21	 Comes in after splitting of 

subatomic particle (7)
	22	 Brought back most palm oil 

(5)
	24	 Mothers of 4 reportedly 

take drugs (3)
	31	 Briefly arrest former secret 

policemen (5)
	33	 Promoting peace in both 

parts of Ireland, optimistic 
at last (7)

	34	 Range of knowledge 
enthrals Arkansas woman 
(5)

	35	 Boy recalled a short clog 
dance (8)

	36	 Heated chilly yard using 
water (10)

	38	 Lapplanders in salt mine, 
both half-cut (4)

	39	 Triplet crept out 
periodically after row (7)

	40	 Old lag, retired, embraces 
extremely eager warden (6)

	41	 Some dusty little old  
writing implements (5)

		  Down
2	 Call European male up (4)
3	 Wife running marathon to 

shut up eastern misogynist 
(5-5)

4	 Bleating newborn in Gin 
Lane, abandoned (7)

5	 Talkative and cheerful after 
change of leader (5)

6	 Makes one model suit in 
middle of Folkestone (8)

7	 Tendency to sacrifice energy 
for love, making advances 
(7)

9	 Expert detective boarding 
boat (6)

	15	 Brief Encounter’s ending 
upset one Italian (5)

	18	 Time each meal (3)
	19	 Move on to calmer Riviera 

resort (5,5)
	23	 Relative hiding one billion 

under King Lear’s coinage (8)
	25	 Young adult supporting 

library in country (5)
	28	 Actress Christina appearing 

in Capriccio (5)
	29	 Finally appreciates Frank 

Zappa’s offbeat music 
style (3)

	30	 Vocal Meatloaf critic (7)
	35	 Mollusc caught in 

antipodean tree (5)
	37	 Heartless, bitter and acerbic 

(4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on  5 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2732, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2732:  
Play it tough  
by La Jerezana 

Of my stout blood against my staggering brain!
Spring, summer, fall… I shall spend each new season
Making excuses for you. All in vain.
I find your six-pack insufficient reason
For rhyme-less farm equipment in the rain.
Sophie Hannah (Edna St Vincent Millay meets 
William Carlos Williams)

It was an Ancient Mariner 
Who went to Innisfree,
And in a pleasant sunny glade 
Was savaged by a bee.

He snatched the crossbow from his back
And shot the creature dead.
Its angry fellows formed a cloud
That swarmed about his head.

But, lightning-swift, his arrows flew
To pierce each apian forehead.
Then I arose, bean-pole in hand,
And cursed a deed so horrid: 

‘You apicidal Mariner, 
You daft, demented sot! 
My bee-loud glade is silent now – 
You’ve killed the bloody lot!’
Brian Allgar (‘The Ancient Mariner’, Coleridge/
‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’, Yeats)

Whose goods these are I think I know:
I left Nineveh six weeks ago.
That sweet white wine slips down a dream;
Apes are a different matter though.

My little tug thinks it extreme
To pull a blessed quinquereme,
Galleon and coaster for forty days,
Which could go under their own steam.

Something must be out of phase
If all those scurvy sailors laze,
While if I hear one more damn peacock
I’ll batter it with cheap tin trays.

Still, I have amethysts in stock
And chests of moidores to unlock;
But leagues to go before I dock.
And leagues to go before I dock.
David Shields (Robert Frost, ‘Stopping by Woods 
on a Snowy Evening’/John Masefield, ‘Cargoes’)

‘We were an owl and a pussycat
And a cursèd pea-green boat
And a stormy sea’ – Thus hooted she
Her manic anecdote:
‘He whinged away for a year and a day,
Then it grew wondrous foggy.
The thunder roared, the sky loomed grey
And I sang to the moany moggy.
Then I looked up to the stars above,
To the sea, becalmed and flat,
By the light of the moon, with my harpoon
I shot the pussycat! 
The sea did foam, the winds did howl,
The heavens stormed their warning;
A sadder and a wiser owl
I woke the morrow morning.’
David Silverman (‘The Rime of the Ancient Owl’, 
Lear/Coleridge)

NO. 3431: E LEME NTARY

You are invited to submit a passage in which 
Sherlock Holmes solves one of the great 
mysteries of our time (150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 29 December.
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SOLUTION TO 2729: SPELLED OUT 

The unclued lights are first names of authors known by 
their initials: W.H. Auden (31), A.S. Byatt (40,2), T.S. Eliot 
(7,10), C.S. Lewis (35,6A) and P.G. Wodehouse (34,4).

First prize Marcus Clissold-Lesser, Ramsgate, Kent
Runners-up Jenny Mitchell, Croscombe, Somerset; 
Alison Gillam, Knotty Green, Buckinghamshire 

Name 	

Address 

A quote (ODQ, 8th edition) 
runs around the grid’s perim-
eter, beginning at 3. It is pre-
ceded by the first name of 
its author, whose surname is 
an unclued entry. Four fur-
ther unclued entries consist of 
two leaders, a receptacle, and 
its contents; letters of the five 
unclued entries unchecked 
by clue answers may be rear-
ranged to spell out ‘BASK IN 
CHANTS’. Two sides, in short, 
should be highlighted. 
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